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property tax relief. Hw did we get what limted property tax re-
lief we did? Vickers forced it on the floor for a big por -
tion of it one year. Schmit did another. Education boys
out there did another. It didn't conme fromus, basically.
Each time it was a maverick novenent as the pressure built
up. It had to be done by forcing it. Renenber the fanous
Vickers $75 mllion thing that was then cut to forty or
fifty or whatever. The point is we have never done it in
an orderly fashion. The conmmittees haven't done it for

us. Now, ‘they have said this is a $6 mllion cut in the
University. It is not a $6 mllion cut. Let me put it
this way. The ol d phrase about "You haven't |ost a son,
you have gai ned a daughter” when somebody gets narri ed,
wel |, the real base budget of the University |ast year

was about $140.9 nillion. This is a $6 mllion increase.
You haven't lost $6 million. You have gained $6 mllion.
Next year is election year. | gust tal ked to Jaksha down
in the hall before | came up here. He is serious and a | ot
of others are, too. | amgoing to be out there and |

have got ny three years left here, unless | can go somewhere
el se, | have got ny three years left here and day in and day
out | amgoing to hamrer home Just what we are doi ng on
property tax. And when you go door to door, for exanple,
Senator Beyer in his District, Senator Lowell Johnson in
his District, they are going to know one way or anot her
whet her you voted for the highest property taxes in the
United States or began to at |east take the first step to
cut them | would hope the Lincoln Senators would start
torealize that there is a whole big portion of the state
out there that needs to be dealt with and they are ready
for revolt and | think we all here in Lincoln, us Senators
i ncl uded, have nyopic vision. We don't really see the
forest for the trees. We don't realize how serious it is
because of the attention we get fromthe University and
fromthe various special interests, not fromthe people
really hurting on property tax. The ones that had the
power and were hurting have been taken care of, whether

it is business or industry, renoval of personal property,
and so on and so forth. We have left a limted group out
there, that very narrow mddle class it is getting to be,
who is having to share all this burden. | realize full
well, the votes are not here for this this norning but

this year | amserious. We are going to start |ooking at

t he ol e picture rather than Just the gl anor side of the
budget. We are going to deal with this bastard budget that
we have ignored year after year or people who are going to
run for election are going to have it known in their
districts that they gave themthe highest property taxes
on their home in the whole United States. | urge you to
accept the amendnent and | would ask for a roll call vote



