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the flrst investnent in attenpting to devel op a gasohol
proJect whet. they hel ped finance and pass LB 776 which
created the Gasohol Conmittee. | want to point out that
the Wieat growers have said many tines, and the Weat growers
are strong pronoters of this proJect, that every acre of
corn that is raislng soybeans or corn or sorghum does

not w nd up raising wheat, and many of our acres of |and
that can rai se sorghum corn and soybeans can al so be
used to raise wheat. So the Weatgrowers have felt that
it is awse investment for themto encourage the de-

vel opnent of an al cohol fuels industry. | want to polnt
out al so, Senator Peterson has sald and Senator Vickers
has said, and, Senator Vickers, | watched you nmany tines,
you don't sweeten up a bill by putting on a decent anend-
ment to make a bill that is not attractive to sone of us
alittle nore attractive. That is an old trick around
here, and | amlearning after a while, but the point is
that the al cohol fuels industry, when we started out in
1971, and outside of Senator Cal Carsten, who was with me
at that tine, Senator Warner and a few others, there are
none of the rest of us left. Wien we started out we were
call ed foolish, ridiculous and everything el se, and they
said there will never be an al cohol fuels industry, there

wi || never be unleaded gasoline, we have billions of
barrels of petroleuminreserve, if Schnmt's and Carsten's
and this other bill becones law, it will ralse the price

of gasoline three cents a gallon and the public wll
never stand for it. At that tinme | was paylng 29 cents
a gallon for gasoline delivered to the farm W all know
the story of that. Three years later, three years |later

after we passed that bill, we found ourselves in the mddle
of a very serious petroleumshortage. We are still there
today. We are still paying 1n tinmes of a supposed gl ut

of petroleumfuels nore than a dollar for a gallon of
gasoline. In response to whether or not private industry
will doit, let ne point out to you that private industry
is moving inthis area. It is noving very rapidly, but
there are many, many proJdects that are financed by checkoff
funds that help to aid and devel op an industry which is

a growi ng and devel opi ng i ndustry. We have spent billions
if not nore trying to devel op overseas markets. |t nakes
sense to me and | think 1t makes sense to the nmaJority

of this Legislature that we attenpt to devel op those
markets that are here at hone. It certainly nakes sense
to me in view of the fact that the Congress has passed a
mul tibillion dollar programto get rid of surpluses. Had
we nave spent a fraction of that noney on the devel opnent of
an al cohol fuels program we would have had a viable in-
dustry today at a nuch I ess cost and woul d have sol ved the
probl em for years in advance, rather instead of a what |



