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program and the branch line revitalization activities that
you are seeking nore effectivef

SENATOR SCHM T: Yes, we have a new Director of Economc
Devel oprment. | have discussed it with hIm It was his
suggest lon, by the way, forner Senator Dworak's suggestion
that we utilize Department of Roads enpl oyees rather than
to add that kind of an 1ndlvidual to his staff.

SENATOR NEVELL: | see. So, basically, he 1s commtted
and ent husi astic about trying to get sonmething done in this
regard?

SENATOR SCHM T: Senator, former Senator Dworak understands
the inportance of revitalization of the branch Iines and he
will carry out the nandates of the Legislature. He is not

| ooki ng for work, of course, or tr?{'i ng to take over sonebody
el se's authority but | visited with himand several other
persons along with the Departnent of Roads officials and

I have indication of support.

SENATOR NEWELL: Okay. | really don't know whether this
is a good idea or not. | have not given 1t the thought
that Senator Schmit has. | will say that Senator Dworak
gave ne a call, and on the call was LB 503, on the sheet,
and | never got back to him so | don't know whether he
wants ne to support it or oppose it. Well, untl1l | know
better, | think I will )ust sit dewn. Thank you very rmnuch.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: We have four minutes and three speakers.
Senator Jacobsen.

SENATOR JACOBSEN: M. President and coll eagues, | rise,
and | will be brief, to be against the advancenment of this
bill. | don't believe in the state getting into the rail -
road business at any tinme, whether it is yesterday or
tomorrow. The upbuilding of branch lines is a big problem
with all of the railroads and particularly the one that
furni shes equi pment to the corn country and that is the
Burlington and they are not going to build a line unless
it is profitable and there wl| be enough revenue com ng
fromgrainloadings in the particular area to build up
those bridges where they will stand these |oading of 25
to 50 cars which is a nust today in the grain business.
There is a programat the nonent to upgrade one track,

one line of track out in central Nebraska that is right

in the heart of the corn country and they can get roughly
anmllion dollars fromthe federal ?overnmant to do this.

I don't believe that the state should approprlate any

noney to upgrade rail lines. That is not our business and



