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SEIJATOR HIGGINS: Withou: wadinp; through the amendments,
could you tell me on pape 2 of the bill, line 12, it
says: "In order that such policy may be realized, sections"
blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, "shall be liberally con
strued to promote an increased awareness by all citizens
of governmental activities and afford every opportunity to
citizens to witness the operation of government". Has
that been changed?

SENATOR HOAGLAND: That has been stricken. That section
has been stricken, Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGIiJS: That has been stricken, so....

SENATOR HOAGLAND: That section of the b 11 is now gone.

SENATOR HIGGINS: So then the purpose of the bill is no
longer to promote an increased awareness by all citizens
of povernment activities and afford the people every oppor
tunity to witness the operation of government, so what have
we pot left, Senator Hoapland'?

S!;IJATOR IIOAiILAND: W e 1 1, Se n a t o r II i ~-.,',In., you will sce t,hnt
t he I n t e n t l ang u age o f t , h e b i l I t h at i s cur r ent l y i n Se c
t'on 84-1408 will continue in the statutes. In other words,
on lines 3 through 11 of page 2, all of tha. existinp; lan
guape o f t he o p e n meet i n p s l a w w i l l r em a i n i n t h e b i l l .
The strenI thcneil intent lanpuafe was taken out by the com
mittee, Does that answer your question?

SENATOR HIGGINS: Yes, and....

SENATOR I:OAGLAND: So in other words..

SENATOR HIGGINS: ...the original intent of' the bill was so
that the public would have greater access to public meetinps
and I would hope that, you know, I have read in the World
Herald recently where somebody wrote in and said, why does
the County Board ar.d the City Council and the public schools,
etcetera, all ho d their meetings in the evening when a
greater number o" people can participate? .'Jow the School
Board in Omaha does. I think they even wer.t so far as to
suggest that the Legislature be held in the evening so more
people could watch us and participate. But I am wondering
if this bill does now what your original in:ent was, to
get p;reater parti ipation by the people. Or is it Just
going to allow the media greater participation? Ky problem,
when we heard this in committee, was...and I will repeat
it again, if we are real:y poinp to allow the pecple access
to a l l pub l i c m e e t i n " .s , why do we ex c l u d . rh e - .. =-: —... our own


