March 21, 1983 LB 43

SPEAKER NI CHOL: The bill advances. Senator Newell is not
here and they are working on LB 341 so we will nove on to
LB 43. SenatorHoagland is here. Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: M. President, LB 43 was a bill introduced by
Senat or Hoagl and and Senator Nichol. (Read title.) The
bill was read on January 6th, referred to the Governnent
Committee for hearing. The bill was advanced to Ceneral
File, M. President. There are Governnent Conmttee anend-
ments pending.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Landis, are you going to take the
anmendments or is Senator Hoagl and? Senator Landis.

SENATCOR LANDI S: M. Speaker, menbers of the Legislature,
these are the committee anendnents to LB 43, the Qpen Meet-
ings Law. If you will take a look in your book, we have
tried to give you in essence, a white copy of the bhill to
make 1t easier to read as conpared to trying to interpolate
conmi ttee anendnents back into a green copy. The conmittee
struck several of the basic provisions of the bill includ-
1ng intent |anguage at the first calling for a liberal 1n-
terpretation of the statute. We al so struck a provision
with respect to mandatory attorneys fees. What renmains in
the bill appear on the, | think it is about three and a hal f
pages of the white copy and nost of these are | anguage that
originally appeared in the green copy. The place where the
comittee nade a change could be found on lines....on the
first page on 1lnes 10 through...no, that is not correct.
That appears on the second page. Tuz'n to the second page
of the commlttee amendnents and you will find new | anguage
that the committee is responsible for and that appears in
the bottom of the page on conplete mnutes and then on the
third page with respect to the right of video taping and
tel evisi on cameras appeari ng we changed the original |an-
guage in the green copy to exonerate the principle that

vi deo tapi ng and photographi c covez' age coul d occur 1n a
public meeting but that televising or photographi ng was
susceptible to reasonable rules and regul ati ons by the body.
In other words, the body has to | et video taping occuz but
they can regul ate how that is done for the orderly progres-
sion of the neetlng. Originally that grant of authority
was rmade without additional |anguage naking it clear that
there would be the right to regulate that conduct. We also
narrowed fromthree to one the nunber of copies to be nade
available to the public of materials distributed to nem
bers of the public body for their perusal and di scussion

at the hearing or at the neeting. Additionally we changed
sonewhat the | anguage that requires a public body to make
the attenpt to permt the public to hear and attend public
hearings. In other words, we did not make the absol ute



