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comm ttee anendnents pending by the Judiciary Commttee.
SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Nr. Speaker and nmenbers of the Legis-
lature, as the derk indicated, this is Senator Pirsch's
bill which has to do with informng the victins of crine
or the victinms of certain crime with regard to what the
county attorney is doing by way of plea bargaining. This
bill is radical inits concept, that Is to this point in
ti ne we have never required of the county attorneys that
they involve thenselves with the victins of crine other
than, of course, to the extent that it is necessary to
obtain their testinony as witnesses and to prosecute the
case. But now we are saying sonmething brand new. We are
saying that in certain instances you are going to consult
with the victins of crinme and if you are tal king about a
mur der case, you are going to consult with the famly of
the victinms. It involves such things, it defines what a
ﬁl ea bargain |s, and then it goes on to indicate that contact
as to be nade with the victim and the victimhas to have
input into the plea bargain. Then with regard to pre-
sentence investigation, It provides such things as that
any witten statenents submtted to the county attorney by
the victimhave to be included. Any witten statenents
submtted to the probation officer by a victimhave to be
included I'n the presentence investigation. |f there are
no witten statenents, then the probation officer has to
certify to the court that he or she has attenpted to contact
the victim and If they have contacted the victimthat
they have offered to accept, they have to indicate...the
probation officer has to indicate that they have offered
to accept witten statements fromthe victim or even to
wite down the victimis oral statenents for submssion In
the presentence investigation. So there is work inposed
upon the county attorney and there is work inmposed upon

t he probation officers under the terns of this bill. Now,
the committee anendnents are |largely technical, however,

t here axe twosubstanti ve provi sions. One of them redefines

pl ea bargain and | think there |I's no dispute...was no dis-
pute anywhere in the conmttee with the definition of

pl ea bargaining, and you will see that definition in the
committee anendnents.” The second thing, and this is very
inmportant that the conmttee amendnments did, was to limt
this concept to certain types of serious felonies. It
islimted to homicides, to first degree sexual assaults,
to first degree assaults and to robberies. All of these
felonies are serious. They are ones in which there is
personal contact with the victim sonme kind of personal
contact. It is not a crime where there is no personal
contact, and it |Is saying with regard to these limted itens



