March 9, 1983
PRESI DENT Mcd NLEY PRESI DI NG

PRESI DENT: Thi s norning we have with us Pastor of Grace
Lut heran Church in Lincoln, and | present to you now the
Reverend Stanley Eckland.

REVEREND ECKLAND: (Prayer offered.)

PRESI DENT: Thank you very rmuch. Roll call. Menbers please
record their presence. Menbers please record their presence.
The Cerk will record the roll.

CLERK: There is a quorum present, M. President.

PRESI DENT: | n our continued recognition of Wmen's H story
Week, we now hear this norning fromour esteermed coll eague,
Senator Bernice Labedz.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you. It is a pleasure for ne to
read this norning about a famus wonan in Wnen's H story
that have to be very active in South Qmaha. Lenore Dennis
Gray wote a poemin the early part of the century. Today
the nessage of her call to wonen is heard throughout the
world. "Arise ye wonen, there is work for you to do". She
gave the Nebraska Federation of Col ored Wonen' s d ubs, now
the Nebraska Association of Colored Wonen's C ubs, its
motto: "Sowi ng for others to reap". A nmenmber since 1905,
she worked continuously with the organization for nore than
50 years hol di ng everg of fice and organi zi ng several cl ubs.
Sonme of themare the Eureka Art C ub, the Southside Cvic
Club, Mary McLeod Bethune dub and CGtvic Matrons dub. A
schol arship fund is named after her and in 1943 she was
voted Trustee of the Association. An Oraha resident since
1889, she had cone to Nebraska fromKansas when she was 16.
Bet ween 1918 and 1921 when Fat her Fl anagan had his Boys
Home in the old German-Anerican Cub on South 13th Ms. Gay
catered for themfree of charge. A great advocator of edu-
cation for youth, she worked with the Wodson Center in
South Oreha in arts and crafts, rug braiding, needl ework
and refinishing furniture. Ms. Gay was al so concerned
about the aged. Through her hard work and | eadership the
Nebr aska Federation of Colored Wonen's O ubs in 1920 pur-
chased a hone for the aged in Lincoln. It was naned The

O d Fol ks Home and becanme the Federated Hone in 1947. A
deeply religious wonan, she was active in the Zion Bapti st
Church as a Sunday School teacher and nenmber of the M ssion
Society and Wl conme CGircle. She was a Charter Menber of
the Col ored Wonen's Church Council and served as historian
until 1950-51. She was al so a nmenber of the Ernest Evans
Chapter P8 of the Anerican War Mothers. Lenora Dennis G ay,
bl ack femi nist |eader, civic organizer, poetess, and nother



