February 25, 1983 LB 129

popul ace county of our state to have to contact all: he
regi stered voters in that county when the choice is offered
through LB 129 to have it be a district size where you do
your canpai gning. | do support LB 129

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Chanbers.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and nmenbers of the Legisla-
ture, | intend to be very brief in my conments. | gave you
a handout this norning because it points out that Nebraska
that the Legislature did intervene in Omha to nandate
district elections for the city council and al so was done

for the school board. The former opponents of district

el ections now that district elections are in place are the
strongest supporters. You would have to fight tooth and

nail to get districts out of Omha now, and one of the hand-
outs was because it contained the sel f-confession of a present
counci | mermber who said that she was strongly opposed to
districts. She thought there would be vote trading. She

t hought the city as a whole would not be taken care of. But
now with the plan in operation she sees that none of those
fears have been realized. Such is the case with the Board

of Regents and every other division of governnent in this
state which is elected by district. And for the information
of those who may not know, the nma)ority of counties in Ne-
braska right now right now sel ect their board nmenbers by
district. Douglas County has a tortuous history of many

el ection type issues and in Douglas County there has been
every concei vabl e method used for electing county board nmem
bers and the Legislature was the agency that inposed the

met hod in every case. So what this bill will do, as Senator
Johnson pointed out in a very straightforward fashion, re-
quire district nominations, district elections and it will
take the largest county in the state and ensure that there

is at least a possibility that all areas of interest in

that county will be represented on the board. One ot her
aspect of the issue will be touched on by part of the handout
I gave you where in 1979 a federal court intervened to man-
date district elections in Thurston County. This has been
done in other parts of the country by federal courts. Because
Nebraska has not been opposed to the concept of districts, it
shoul d not be necessary to invite a federal court in by way
of a suit as was done in Qmaha prior to the Legislature's
acting to require district elections. District elections in
sunmary and conclusion is the preferred nmethod of selecting
practically every...or electing every menber of every govern-
nmental subdivision in the state. So | hope that you wll

support this bill, take it over to Select, and when it gets
there, | have an amendnent to offer which will require the
districts...it will be | anguage sayi ng, conpact, contiguous

and other protective | anguage to nmake sure that when the



