February 23, 1983 LB 35, 185% 248

SPEAKER NI CHOL: All provisions of law relative to procedure
havi ng been conplied with, the question is, shall the bill
pass. Since it has the energency clause on it it will take
33 votes. All those in favor signify by voting aye, opposed
nay. Have you all voted? Record, M. Jerk.

CLERK: (Read record vote as found on page 619 of the Legis-
| ative Journal.) 45 ayes, 0 nays, 4 excused and not voting,
Mr. President.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: LB 248 with the energency cl ause attached
passes. M. Clerk, do you have sonethi ng'?

CLERK: M. President, very quickly, your conmittee on Public
Works -'hose chairman is Senator Schmt reports LB 35 advance
to General File with conmittee amendnents attached. .hatis
signed by Senator Schmit. (See pages 619-620 of the Legis-

| ative Journal.)

SPEAKER NICHOL: We will nove on to Select File.

CLERK: M. President, on LB 185 | have no E !k R amendnents.
I do have an anendnent pending from Senators Lanb and Barrett.
They are found on page 551 of the Legislative Journal.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Barrett, are you going to handle this'?

SENATOR BARRETT: Yes. Mr. Speaker and nenbers of the body,
you recall on Beneral File the discussion of LB 185 in which
the current |aw states that a corporate officer who owns 25$%
or nore of the conmmon stock of the corporation may waive his
rights to Worknens' Conpensati on coverage. Now the intent of
LB 185 was to stop the issuance of any waiver effective the
date of the bill and to render ineffective any wai ver existing
after January 1 of 1984. Since that tine there has been con-
si derabl e di scussi on by numerous peopl e regardi ng t he freedom
of choice. We are, in effect, renoving that freedom of choice
with the passage of LB 185. Senator Lanb and | have coll abor-
ated, therefore, on the anendnent which is found on page 551
of the Journal in which we are suggesting that a notice be
attached to the waiver formwhich is executed by corporate
officers in which the officers indicate that they are aware
that there could be some potential danger in opting out of

Wor knmens' Conpensation coverage. Now this does represent a
bit of a retreat on the bill itself but it certainly does

not represent any kind of a retreat in m/ mnd with re,ard

to the potential dangers that we have in corporate of. icers
wai vi ng out of Worknmens' Conpensation coverage. Opponents

of the bill tal ked about a freedom of choice and I, too,

am a great believer in freedom of choice but | do think, that
freedom of choice should be informed and if it is ..""., 't «s



