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was a mstake. You sold millions and mllions of dollars
worth of land on today's market. We have got $60 nillion
in that fund fromthat sale of those lands, but it also
neans that there are school districts out in the western
part of the state that don't get any in lieu of tax paynments
al so because there are school districts out t,here that don' t
have any of these lands within their borders. What it does
do, however, is since we rely so heavily on the property tax
in Nebraska for the support of our schools, this says that

| and, even though it may be school land, is r,oingto support
the district that it is located within at a somewhat equal
basis with all other land. J' Jow | think that is fair and
reasonabl e and | can give you an exanple. | checked into
this last year before we had our hearing this sumer. |
happen to own a section and right next to it | also happen
to have the | ease on a school section. Now the taxes that
the section that | own thls year paid to the | ocal school
district was within just a few dollars of exactly the sane
amount that the in lieu of tax paynent was for the school
section that was in that district. Now | think that is
fair. I think it is equitable. If there is a probleml
suggest to you the problemis that we rely too heavily on
the property taxes to start with. If, in the w sdom of
this body, we reduce that reliance on the property taxes,
we go to sone other method of financing education, then

I would certainly be willing to | ook at methods to change,
if you will, the formula as to how we distribute these
funds. The other thing | need to point out is this four
plus million dollars is not general fund dollars, it is
dollars fromthe revenue generated by this |land and as

poi nted out by Senator Lanmb and others, it is by Constitu-
tion. It can only go to one place and that is the schools.
Now | will have to also tell you as fromny position of
being a State Senator, hopefully | can recognize the entire
state, it's been pointed out in the committee and cane out

| ast sumer, there are those people, | can tell you quite
honestly there is a nunber of people out in ny district,
that say we ought to sell the damm | and. We ought to sell
the land, put it on our local tax rolls and then we won' t
be generating all these nonies for the Oraha and Lincoln
area schools. Well | have told those people out there

that | amwlling to do that the day that we start making
nmore |land and quit naking nore dollars. Now I think | am
| ooking at it fromthe good of the entire state, fromthe
good of the education of the entire state and for the good
of the school children of this state. This land is not for
ny purposes, it is not for your purposes, it is for the
school children of thls state. The Constitution 1ls pretty
clear about that. Now | think that is the reason, and a
good one, for this in lieu of tax paynent to go to the
school district the land is within and | would urge the
body's rejection of the Kilgarin amendnent and the adoption
of the bill as drafted. TJ:ank you.



