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run up the red flag all the time and point out to vou
specific things that he was do1ng. Now 1f hebelieves in the
concept of buildingup downtown Omaha or UNO, let him make a
decision about which it's go1ng to be. Now Peter Kiewit
with the amount of money he has and the tax wr1teoff he can
get and the kind of contracts he can get all over the world,
even in Vietnam. Now h1s economic and financial legs might
be long enough to set one foot on the 60th Street campus and
on 16th and Douglas or wherever that thing 1s in downtown
Omaha but the legislature is a little short stumpy legged
creatuxewhen it comes to money. Tight f1sted and frugal,
and you can't fund all these proJects. Omaha should make
a choice. Now I live there, do you think what I'm saying
1s going to ingratiate me with some of the people in Omaha?
Certainly not,but I think there are principles cf legislat1on
that ought to be established and we ought to be men and
women who act from the position of principle and do what is
right. There have been attempts to put pressure on me. By the
way, I'm running for reelection and I'm not unopposed. I have
more people running aga1nst me this time then I did anyother
time. And I know they can get help from everybody who is
opposed to me, but what I'm here for, what I was sent to the
legislature for, is not to be reelected. I was sent here to
do what I th1nk is best and 1f my best is not good enough to
have me reelected by the people who vote for me then I do
not get reelected. The students are not going to be happy
that I would oppose a prospect like this and the students 1n
Omaha are res1dents of Omaha, they are old enough to vote and
some of them do live in the district that I represent. But
I don't give myself to publ1c life, I loan myself to this
office and I'm not going to degrade my principles because
people are exerting pressure. Now we know that Kiewit 1s
a powerful man. On a little ph ilosophy of government
because that's what we' re talking about when w'e make appropriat
we' re deal ng with the policy to be established by the governme
There 1s a visible government and there is an invis1b' e governm
The invisible government 1s where the power lies. Most people
in Omaha wouldn't know Peter K1ewit 1f they saw him. He is
not much 1n evidence but his nebulous presence is felt everywhe
Even in this legislature. They whisper his name in all tones.
Peter Kiewit, Peter Kiew1t, Peter Kiewit, the great contractor.
And that's the way they went through the halls after they were
honored to be in on a meeting with this great man. This
tremendous power. And the Governor was even reduced in
stature and had to take second place to an unelected official.
Peter Kiewit, the invisible government. Peter Kiewit speaks
and when Peter Kiewit speaks, people listen. And when he
gives an order, people pump. So what I th1nk Omaha senators
have done is establish their priorities. They' ve made a trade.
They have traded off everything that Omaha could get, everyth1n
that could benefit UNO for this downtown office building and
the UNO campus. I was even willing to vote for the office
building because an agreement once having been made, 1t ought
to be kept. But that UNO provision ought not to have been
i n i t .

PRESIDENT: We' ve got to get back to the physical...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I was gust getting ready. I said I, and
therefore oppose this particular building. Here's why I think
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