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SENATOR CHARBERS: Wh]ch ones of these programs have you
availed yourself of?

SENATOR CAVANAUOH: I have not.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Ther. you feel that you' re a totally
accomplished attorney and you no longer need to improve2

SENATOR CAVANAUOH: No I don't feel that I Just have not
had the time or opportunity to indulge 1n any of their

SENATCR CHANBERS: So then the exister:ce cf these programs
does not mean that lawyers are necessarily going to benefi .
frcm them by taking us of them2

SENATOR CAVANAUOH: No, I think that the existence of the
programs provide the opoortunity for lawyers to seek that
assistance which they need to improve their cuality. Lawyers,
generall, know what they need and when they need it. I cou l d
certainly benefit from some of the things that they have
offered. Had I had thi time I would have availed myself.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Thank you Senator Cavanaugh. I ' l l b e
brief and I'm speaking 'n opposition to Senator Warner's
motion to 1ndefinitely postpone. I want to read to you
an article from the WalI Street Journal, May of 1974. "The
Justice Department moved, for the first time, to block
lawyers from bending together to set uniform rates on how
much they can charge c ients. I n a c i v i l ant i - t r u s t sui t
filed 1n the U.S. District Court in Portland, Oregon, the
Department charged the Oregon Bar Association with illegally
setting fee schedules that apply to all 3,700 lawyers in that
state. The suit says the fee schedule eliminates competition
among lawyers in the sale of legal serv1ces". This is impor­
t ant , "all lawyers practicing in Oregon are required to Join
the Bar Association and abide by its rules, the Justice
Department said. In several other states the bar associations
set either uniform or minimum E'ees for legal services. The
Justice Department's suit charges that uniform fee setting
denies the right of c11 nts to obtain legal services at
competitively determine1 fees". That, is an Oregon situation,
but they were considering uniform or minimum .ees in this
state. When tais word came out they backed away from it.
There a"e still informal type agreements, among lawyers,
of the types of fees that they will set. There i s d i s c uss i on
among the Bar Association members about this. The lawyers
who are opposed to the Bar Associaticn cannot speak publicly
against it. A few will and a few have. I ' ve passed out a
letter from one of them who is a government lawyer because
he showed where the bar has no relationship to him whatsoever.
He must belong or he cannot practice. I ask that you defeat
Senator Warner's motion.

PRESIDEEET: You have two minutes Senator.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Thank you. I won't need all of that.
I ask that you defeat his motion, that you corsider the
merits ." this provision, and understand that it's putting
a vote bei'ore the people as to whether, only in the legal
profession, a person must belong to a private type, or a

programs.


