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SENATOR KELLY: I certainly would Just love to agree with
that position. My opposition to it is on the basis that
probably 75 percent of the people that are covered by
health and accident insurance never have any choices of any
kind in what the coverage is going to be 1n their insurance.
As an example, when you were a state employee did you have
any choice in the 1tems that were in the policy that you
were covered by?

SENATOR SWIGART: Only when I bought it from a regular
commercial company.

SENATOR KELLY: Correct, like in ones where I'm involved in
where the company is paying the premium, these come out as
standard policies. They are acceptable under a union nego­
tiation business, or so forth. The 1ndividual people that
are being protected by those policies, those individual
people do not have these selections that we talk of.

SENATOR SWIGART: My concern, I guess, in this matter 1s
that since you indicate there are some companies that are
doing it, if this becomes a matter of competition, isn' t
it reasonable to expect that other companies will soon
adopt these policies?

SENATOR KELLY: No, the reason is the 124 to 154 per policy
per month. These large coverage group insurance policies,
and e ' a businessman what I can get at the best price that
will give me satisfactory coverage is what I would buy. The
point here being is that this is really a very small group
of people that we' re pointing our efforts towards. They are
always a young family on their way up in this world. Congeni­
tal birth defects really gust wreck the future of that family,
not only emotionally, but financially. We can't do too much
about the emotions, but we certainly in this instance can help

SENATOR SWIGART: Thank you Senator K e l l y .

SPEAKER: Chair recognizes Senator Dick1nson.

SENATOR DICKINSON: Mr. Speaker, may I have a question of
Senator Kelly please?

SPEAKER: Senator Kelly, do you yield?

SENATOR DICKINSON: This is gust to go a little further w1th
Senator Nichol's question. Most i n s u r ance .

. . t h i s i s one
of my concerns now . . . most health insurance policies are
directed at large company package policies. There are still
many individuals in our society that don't have access to
these. They are now paying almost double the rates for the
same coverage that ls provided through the ones you and I
have through the State of Nebrasxs, or t ha t a n y one has t h r o u gh
a package policy. Some cases these people don't want to have
a l l t he s e c o v e r ages . They are now be in g mandated . I know
young families, for instance, that would, if they had a pre­
ference, would no t e v e n have p r egnanc' coverage i n t hei r
policy. They are young and of child bearing age. This w i l ' ,
as I understand it, force another factor on there, w hether t h e y
want it or not. We' re gust taking more r1ghts away from more
people. As contrast to Senator Lewis, Senator Kelly, usuall y
I'm with you. Here I ' m . . . we sp l i t .

with the financial.

i039


