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[LB83 LB371 LB549 LB673 LB676 LB694 LB700 LB703 LB718 LB729 LB734 LB735
LB746A LB753 LB758 LB776 LB778 LB786 LB798 LB807 LB811 LB840 LB843 LB859
LB864 LB890 LB898 LB908 LBI910 LB915 LBI919 LBI919A LB921 LB928 LB929 LB954
LB1016 LB1019 LB1035 LB1077 LB1081 LB1082 LR403 LR413 LR418 LR443 LR444
LR445 LR446 LR447 LR448 LR458]

PRESIDENT FOLEY PRESIDING

PRESIDENT FOLEY: GOOD MORNING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. WELCOME TO
THE GEORGE W. NORRIS LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER FOR THE THIRTY-FIFTH DAY OF
THE ONE HUNDRED FOURTH LEGISLATURE, SECOND SESSION. OUR CHAPLAIN
FOR TODAY IS SENATOR RIEPE. PLEASE RISE.

SENATOR RIEPE: (PRAYER OFFERED.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR RIEPE. | CALL TO ORDER THE THIRTY-
FIFTH DAY OF THE ONE HUNDRED FOURTH LEGISLATURE, SECOND SESSION.
SENATORS, PLEASE RECORD YOUR PRESENCE. ROLL CALL. MR. CLERK, PLEASE
RECORD.

CLERK: I HAVE A QUORUM PRESENT, MR. PRESIDENT.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, MR. CLERK. ARE THERE ANY CORRECTIONS FOR
THE JOURNAL?

CLERK: I HAVE NO CORRECTIONS.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, MR. CLERK. ARE THERE ANY MESSAGES,
REPORTS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS?

CLERK: MR. PRESIDENT, YOUR COMMITTEE ON ENROLLMENT AND REVIEW
REPORTS LB676, LB700, LB703, LB729, LB778, LB798, LB864 AS CORRECTLY
ENGROSSED. LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION, LR403, IS REPORTED AS CORRECTLY
ENROLLED. AND YOUR COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT, CHAIRED BY SENATOR
MURANTE, REPORTS LB694 TO GENERAL FILE. MR. PRESIDENT, AN
ANNOUNCEMENT--RETIREMENT COMMITTEE WILL HAVE AN EXECUTIVE
SESSION IN THE NORTH BALCONY AT 10:00; RETIREMENT, 10:00, NORTH BALCONY.
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THAT'S ALL THAT | HAVE, MR. PRESIDENT. [LB676 LB700 LB703 LB729 LB778 LB798
LB864 LR403 LB694]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, MR. CLERK. WHILE THE LEGISLATURE IS IN
SESSION AND CAPABLE OF TRANSACTING BUSINESS | PROPOSE TO SIGN AND DO
HEREBY SIGN LR443, LR444, LR445, (LR446,) LR447, AND LR448. (DOCTOR OF THE
DAY INTRODUCED.) AND MEMBERS, IN CELEBRATION OF SENATOR SULLIVAN'S
BIRTHDAY AND NEBRASKA'S 149th BIRTHDAY TODAY, SENATOR SULLIVAN IS
SHARING BEEF STICKS MADE FROM NEBRASKA BEEF WITH ALL OF YOU. HAPPY
BIRTHDAY, SENATOR SULLIVAN. AND IN HONOR OF SENATOR BOLZ'S BIRTHDAY,
PLEASE ENJOY THE CUPCAKES PROVIDED BY HER MOTHER, PAM EISENHAUER.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SENATOR KATE BOLZ. WE'LL NOW PROCEED TO THE FIRST
ITEM ON THE AGENDA, LEGISLATIVE CONFIRMATION REPORTS. MR. CLERK.
[LR443 LR444 LR445 LR446 LR447 LR448]

CLERK: MR. PRESIDENT, THE RETIREMENT SYSTEMS COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY
SENATOR KOLTERMAN, REPORTS ON THE APPOINTMENT OF J. RUSSELL DERR TO
THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT BOARD. (LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE
704.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, MR. CLERK. SENATOR KOLTERMAN, YOU'RE
RECOGNIZED TO OPEN ON THE FIRST CONFIRMATION REPORT.

SENATOR KOLTERMAN: THANK YOU, MR. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR; AND
COLLEAGUES, GOOD MORNING. THE HONORABLE J. RUSSELL DERR...

PRESIDENT FOLEY: EXCUSE ME, SENATOR KOLTERMAN. MEMBERS, PLEASE
COME TO ORDER. SENATOR KOLTERMAN.

SENATOR KOLTERMAN: NEBRASKA RETIREMENT SYSTEMS COMMITTEE HELD A
CONFIRMATION HEARING ON FEBRUARY 22 FOR JUDGE J. RUSSELL DERR WHO
HAS BEEN APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR TO FILL THE JUDGE'S SEAT ON THE
NEBRASKA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT BOARD. THIS IS A FIVE-YEAR
TERM. JUDGE DERR WAS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE FOR 20 YEARS BEFORE HIS
APPOINTMENT TO THE DISTRICT COURT 4th JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN 2003 WHERE
HE CONTINUES TO SERVE. HE GRADUATED FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
NEBRASKA-OMAHA IN 1978 WITH A B.S. IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION; FROM
CREIGHTON LAW SCHOOL IN 1981 WHERE HE RECEIVED HIS JURIS DOCTORATE.
HE HAS SERVED ON THE JUDICIAL ETHICS COMMITTEE SINCE 2009. HIS
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BACKGROUND WILL MAKE HIM A VALUABLE MEMBER OF THE NEBRASKA
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT BOARD WHICH OVERSEES ALL THE STATE
RETIREMENT PLANS. THE RETIREMENT COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY VOTED TO
MOVE JUDGE RUSSELL DERR'S REAPPOINTMENT TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR
CONFIRMATION. | ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN CONFIRMING THIS APPOINTMENT
TO THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT BOARD.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR KOLTERMAN. DEBATE IS NOW OPEN
ON THE CONFIRMATION REPORT. SEEING NO SENATORS WISHING TO SPEAK,
SENATOR KOLTERMAN, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO CLOSE ON THE REPORT; AND HE
WAIVES CLOSING. THE QUESTION IS THE ADOPTION OF THE CONFIRMATION
REPORT FROM RETIREMENT SYSTEMS COMMITTEE. ALL THOSE IN FAVOR VOTE
AYE; THOSE OPPOSED VOTE NAY. HAVE YOU ALL VOTED WHO CARE TO? RECORD,
PLEASE, MR. CLERK.

CLERK: (RECORD VOTE, LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE 760.) 38 AYES, 0 NAYS, MR.
PRESIDENT, ON THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THE CONFIRMATION REPORT IS ADOPTED. MR. CLERK.

CLERK: A SECOND REPORT FROM THE RETIREMENT SYSTEMS COMMITTEE,
REPORTS ON THE APPOINTMENT OF KEITH OLSON OF THE (NEBRASKA)
INVESTMENT COUNCIL. (LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE 704.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: SENATOR KOLTERMAN, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO OPEN ON
THE CONFIRMATION REPORT.

SENATOR KOLTERMAN: THANK YOU, MR. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. THE
NEBRASKA RETIREMENT SYSTEMS COMMITTEE HELD A CONFIRMATION
HEARING ON FEBRUARY 22 FOR KEITH OLSON. THIS IS MR. OLSON'S FIRST
APPOINTMENT TO THE NEBRASKA INVESTMENT COUNCIL. THE GOVERNOR
APPOINTED HIM TO A FIVE-YEAR TERM ON THE COUNCIL. NEBRASKA
INVESTMENT COUNCIL MANAGES THE INVESTMENTS OF 30 DIFFERENT ENTITIES
FOR THE STATE, INCLUDING OUR PENSION FUNDS AND ENDOWMENT FUNDS. MR.
OLSON RECEIVED HIS BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN 1981 IN BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION IN ECONOMICS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-
KEARNEY, AND HIS MASTERS OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION DEGREE IN 1986
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-OMAHA. IN 1986, HE RECEIVED HIS
CERTIFICATION AS A CHARTERED FINANCIAL ANALYST. FOR OVER 30 YEARS, MR.
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OLSON HAS WORKED IN THE FIELD INVESTMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,
INCLUDING HONG KONG, MONTREAL, TOKYO, AND NEW YORK. HE CURRENTLY
WORKS AND RESIDES IN OMAHA. HE WILL BRING REAL WORLD BUSINESS AND
INVESTMENT EXPERIENCE TO THE NEBRASKA INVESTMENT COUNCIL AND IS
WELL QUALIFIED TO MAKE DECISIONS REGARDING THE INVESTMENT OF PUBLIC
FUNDS. RETIREMENT COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY VOTED TO MOVE MR. OLSON'S
APPOINTMENT TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR CONFIRMATION. | WOULD ASK FOR
YOUR SUPPORT IN CONFIRMING THIS APPOINTMENT TO THE NEBRASKA
INVESTMENT COUNCIL.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR KOLTERMAN. SEEING NO MEMBERS
WISHING TO SPEAK ON THE CONFIRMATION REPORT, SENATOR KOLTERMAN,
YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO CLOSE ON THE REPORT, AND HE WAIVES CLOSING. THE
QUESTION IS THE ADOPTION OF THE CONFIRMATION REPORT FROM THE
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS COMMITTEE. ALL THOSE IN FAVOR VOTE AYE; THOSE
OPPOSED VOTE NAY. HAVE YOU ALL VOTED? RECORD, PLEASE, MR. CLERK.

CLERK: (RECORD VOTE, LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE 761.) 40 AYES, 0 NAYS, MR.
PRESIDENT, ON THE ADOPTION OF THE CONFIRMATION REPORT.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THE CONFIRMATION REPORT IS ADOPTED. MR. CLERK.

CLERK: MR. PRESIDENT, THE THIRD REPORT THIS MORNING BY THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE INVOLVES THE APPOINTMENT OF CHARLES WARD TO THE BOARD
OF EDUCATIONAL LANDS AND FUNDS. (LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE 725.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: SENATOR SULLIVAN, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO OPEN ON THE
CONFIRMATION REPORT.

SENATOR SULLIVAN: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, AND MEMBERS OF THE
LEGISLATURE. | BRING FOR YOUR CONFIRMATION THE APPOINTMENT OF
CHARLES WARD OF VALENTINE TO THE NEBRASKA BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL
LANDS AND FUNDS. THIS IS A REAPPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD FOR MR. WARD
WHO PARTICIPATED IN HIS FEBRUARY 16 HEARING VIA CONFERENCE CALL AND
ANSWERED ALL QUESTIONS POSED TO HIM TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE
COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTEE ADVANCED MR. WARD'S NOMINATION BY AN 8-0
VOTE. MR. WARD IS A LOCKSMITH, RANCHER, AND LANDOWNER IN NEBRASKA,
OWNING COMMERCIAL, PASTURE, AND FARM GROUND WITH A CENTER PIVOT.
MR. WARD HAS EXPRESSED A GREAT INTEREST IN GIVING BACK TO HIS

4



Transcript Prepared By the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

Floor Debate
March 01, 2016

COUNTRY, COMMUNITY, AND STATE, AND HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT
COMMITMENT BY SERVING IN OUR COUNTRY'S MILITARY AND BY HIS
WILLINGNESS TO CONTINUE TO SERVE ON THE BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL LANDS
AND FUNDS. MR. WARD TAKES SERIOUSLY HIS RESPONSIBILITY ON THE BOARD
AND IS KEENLY AWARE OF THE FISCAL IMPACT THAT HIS DECISIONS HAVE ON
NEBRASKA SCHOOL CHILDREN. | BELIEVE IF REAPPOINTED, MR. WARD WILL
CONTINUE TO BE A BENEFIT TO OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN BY ABIDING BY HIS
FIDUCIARY DUTY AS IT PERTAINS TO THE SCHOOL LANDS AND WILL CONTINUE
TO SEEK THE BEST RETURN POSSIBLE FROM THOSE SCHOOL LANDS. AND FOR
THAT REASON | ASK FOR YOUR GREEN VOTE ON MR. WARD'S CONFIRMATION.
THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR SULLIVAN. DEBATE IS NOW OPEN ON
THE CONFIRMATION REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE. SEEING NO
MEMBERS WISHING TO SPEAK, SENATOR SULLIVAN, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO
CLOSE ON THE REPORT; AND SHE WAIVES CLOSING. THE QUESTION IS THE
ADOPTION OF THE CONFIRMATION REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE.
ALL THOSE IN FAVOR VOTE AYE; THOSE OPPOSED VOTE NAY. HAVE YOU ALL
VOTED WHO CARE TO? RECORD, PLEASE, MR. CLERK.

CLERK: (RECORD VOTE, LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGES 761-762.) 38 AYES, 0 NAYS,
MR. PRESIDENT, ON THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THE CONFIRMATION REPORT IS ADOPTED. MR. CLERK.

CLERK: MR. PRESIDENT, SENATOR SULLIVAN OFFERS A SECOND EDUCATION
COMMITTEE REPORT INVOLVING THE APPOINTMENT OF COLLEEN ADAM TO THE
COORDINATING COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION. (LEGISLATIVE
JOURNAL PAGE 726.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: SENATOR SULLIVAN, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO OPEN ON THE
SECOND CONFIRMATION REPORT.

SENATOR SULLIVAN: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. | BRING FOR YOUR
CONFIRMATION THE APPOINTMENT OF MRS. COLLEEN ADAM OF HASTINGS,
NEBRASKA, TO THE COORDINATING COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION REPRESENTING DISTRICT 5. THIS IS A REAPPOINTMENT TO THE
COMMISSION FOR MRS. ADAM, WHO APPEARED BEFORE THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE ON FEBRUARY 23 AND ANSWERED ALL QUESTIONS ASKED OF HER
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TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTEE ADVANCED MRS.
ADAM'S NOMINATION BY AN 8-0 VOTE. MRS. ADAM IS A VERY INVOLVED
MEMBER OF THE HASTINGS COMMUNITY AS EVIDENCED BY HER SERVING OR
HAVING SERVED ON THE BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF THE HASTINGS MUSEUM,
THE MARY LANNING HOSPITAL, AND HER LOCAL CHURCH. MRS. ADAM IS VERY
INVOLVED IN THE POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE COMMISSION AND
EXPRESSED A STRONG GRASP OF THE STATUTORY OBLIGATIONS OF THE
COMMISSION AND THE IMPORTANT ROLE THAT THEY PLAY IN OUR STATE
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE. | BELIEVE THAT MRS. ADAM IS A
VALUED MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION AND HER PRESENCE ON THE
COMMISSION SHOULD BE MAINTAINED. | WOULD ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN
CONFIRMING MRS. ADAM. THANK YOU.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR SULLIVAN. DEBATE IS NOW OPEN ON
THE SECOND CONFIRMATION REPORT. SEEING NO SENATORS WISHING TO SPEAK,
SENATOR SULLIVAN, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO CLOSE, AND SHE WAIVES
CLOSING. THE QUESTION IS THE ADOPTION OF THE CONFIRMATION REPORT
FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE. ALL THOSE IN FAVOR VOTE AYE; THOSE
OPPOSED VOTE NAY. HAVE YOU ALL VOTED? RECORD, PLEASE, MR. CLERK.

CLERK: (RECORD VOTE, LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE 762.) 36 AYES, 0 NAYS, MR.
PRESIDENT, ON THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THE CONFIRMATION REPORT IS ADOPTED. MR. CLERK.

CLERK: MR. PRESIDENT, THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OFFERS A REPORT
INVOLVING THE APPOINTMENT OF RONALD HUNTER WITH THE COORDINATING
COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION. (LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE
726.)

PRESIDENT FOLEY: SENATOR SULLIVAN, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED TO OPEN ON THE
THIRD CONFIRMATION REPORT.

SENATOR SULLIVAN: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. I BRING FOR YOUR
CONFIRMATION, COLLEAGUES, THE APPOINTMENT OF DR. RONALD HUNTER OF
HAY SPRINGS, NEBRASKA, TO THE COORDINATING COMMISSION FOR
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION REPRESENTING DISTRICT 6. THIS IS A
REAPPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION FOR DR. HUNTER WHO PARTICIPATED IN
HIS FEBRUARY 23 HEARING VIA CONFERENCE CALL AND ANSWERED ALL
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QUESTIONS POSED TO HIM TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE COMMITTEE. THE
COMMITTEE ADVANCED DR. HUNTER'S NOMINATION BY AN 8-0 VOTE. DR.
HUNTER, AFTER GRADUATING FROM THE DENTAL COLLEGE AT THE UNIVERSITY,
SERVED HIS COUNTRY AS AN ARMY DENTIST FROM 1970 THROUGH 1992;
RETIRING AT THE RANK OF COLONEL. AFTER HIS MILITARY SERVICE, DR.
HUNTER BECAME A RANCHER AND FARMER IN HAY SPRINGS WHERE HE HAS
BEEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN VARIOUS CIVIC AND COMMUNITY ENDEAVORS.
DR. HUNTER EXPRESSED A STRONG INTEREST IN CONTINUING TO SERVE ON THE
COMMISSION AND PROVIDING A STRONG VOICE FOR THE NEED FOR
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION AND A RURAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE
COMMISSION. | ASK FOR YOUR GREEN VOTE ON THE CONFIRMATION OF DR.
HUNTER.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR SULLIVAN. DEBATE IS NOW OPEN ON
THE CONFIRMATION REPORT. SEEING NO MEMBERS WISHING TO SPEAK,
SENATOR SULLIVAN WAIVES CLOSING. THE QUESTION IS THE ADOPTION OF THE
CONFIRMATION REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE. ALL THOSE IN
FAVOR VOTE AYE; THOSE OPPOSED VOTE NAY. HAVE YOU ALL VOTED? RECORD,
PLEASE, MR. CLERK.

CLERK: (RECORD VOTE, LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE 763.) 36 AYES, 0 NAYS, MR.
PRESIDENT, ON THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT.

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THE CONFIRMATION REPORT IS ADOPTED. MEMBERS, WE'RE
NOW GOING TO PROCEED TO FINAL READING. I'D ASK ALL OF YOU TO PLEASE
RETURN TO YOUR DESKS SO WE CAN MOVE ON WITH FINAL READING.
MEMBERS, IF YOU COULD PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR DESK SO WE CAN BEGIN
WITH FINAL READING. PURSUANT TO THE AGENDA, WE'RE NOW IN FINAL
READING. MR. CLERK.

CLERK: MR. PRESIDENT, LB954. [LB954]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: MR. CLERK, THE FIRST VOTE IS TO DISPENSE WITH THE AT-
LARGE READING. ALL THOSE IN FAVOR VOTE AYE; THOSE OPPOSED VOTE NAY.
RECORD, PLEASE, MR. CLERK. [LB954]

CLERK: 46 AYES, 1 NAY, MR. PRESIDENT, TO DISPENSE WITH THE AT-LARGE
READING. [LB954]
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PRESIDENT FOLEY: THE AT-LARGE READING IS DISPENSED WITH. MR. CLERK,
PLEASE READ THE TITLE. [LB954]

CLERK: (READ TITLE OF LB954.) [LB954]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: ALL PROVISIONS OF LAW RELATIVE TO PROCEDURE HAVING
BEEN COMPLIED WITH, THE QUESTION IS, SHALL LB954E PASS WITH THE
EMERGENCY CLAUSE ATTACHED? ALL THOSE IN FAVOR VOTE AYE; THOSE
OPPOSED VOTE NAY. RECORD, PLEASE, MR. CLERK. [LB954]

CLERK: (RECORD VOTE READ, LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGE 764.) 49 AYES, 0 NAYS,
MR. PRESIDENT, ON THE FINAL PASSAGE. [LB954]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: LB954E PASSES WITH THE EMERGENCY CLAUSE ATTACHED.
WE'LL NOW PROCEED TO LB1016. MR. CLERK. [LB954 LB1016]

CLERK: (READ LB1016 ON FINAL READING.) [LB1016]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: ALL PROVISIONS OF LAW RELATIVE TO PROCEDURE HAVING
BEEN COMPLIED WITH, THE QUESTION IS, SHALL LB1016 PASS? ALL THOSE IN
FAVOR VOTE AYE; THOSE OPPOSED VOTE NAY. RECORD, MR. CLERK. [LB1016]

CLERK: (RECORD VOTE READ, LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL PAGES 764-765.) 49 AYES, 0
NAYS ON THE PASSAGE OF LB1016, MR. PRESIDENT. [LB1016]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: LB1016 PASSES. PURSUANT TO THE AGENDA, WE'LL NOW
PROCEED TO GENERAL FILE. SENATOR KRIST, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED FOR AN
ANNOUNCEMENT. [LB1016]

SENATOR KRIST: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. GOOD MORNING, COLLEAGUES;
GOOD MORNING, NEBRASKA. | HANDED AROUND A SHEET...A SINGLE SHEET
THAT HAS THE THREE LRs THAT WE VOTED ON YESTERDAY, LR403--ELECTION
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE; LR413--MENTAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
COMMITTEE; AND THE LR418, WHICH IS THE ACCESSNEBRASKA OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE. YOU WILL SEE ON THAT SHEET THE DELINEATION OF THE
COMMITTEE MEMBERS. | WOULD ASK YOU IF YOU HAVE ANY INTEREST IN
BEING PART OF THESE COMMITTEES THAT YOU HAVE IT INTO MY OFFICE BY
TUESDAY MORNING AT 10:00; TUESDAY MORNING AT 10:00. WE ARE GOING TO
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MEET AS AN EXECUTIVE BOARD AND COMMITTEE ON TUESDAY AT NOON AND
THEN ON WEDNESDAY. AND BETWEEN THOSE TWO DAYS, WE ARE GOING TO TRY
TO ASSIGN WHAT NEEDS TO BE ASSIGNED IN TERMS OF THIS COMMITTEE
MEMBERSHIP. SO TUESDAY, 10:00, IF YOU WANT TO BE PART OF EITHER OF
THESE...OR ALL THESE COMMITTEES. THANK YOU. [LR403 LR413 LR418]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR KRIST. WHILE THE LEGISLATURE IS IN
SESSION AND CAPABLE OF TRANSACTING BUSINESS, | PROPOSE TO SIGN AND DO
HEREBY SIGN LB954E AND LB1016. PROCEEDING NOW TO GENERAL FILE, 2016-
SENATOR PRIORITY BILLS. MR. CLERK. [LB954 LB1016]

CLERK: MR. PRESIDENT, LB371, CONSIDERED YESTERDAY, IT'S ABILL BY
SENATOR SULLIVAN. (READ TITLE.) SENATOR SULLIVAN HAS PRESENTED HER
BILL. THE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS WERE CONSIDERED. THEY WERE NOT
ADOPTED. MR. PRESIDENT, | DO HAVE A MOTION. SENATOR HANSEN HAD FILED A
MOTION TO RECONSIDER THE VOTE; UNDERSTAND HE WISHES TO WITHDRAW
THAT MOTION TO RECONSIDER. [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: WITHOUT OBJECTION SO ORDERED. BEFORE WE PROCEED TO
THE SPEAKING QUEUE, SENATOR SULLIVAN, WOULD YOU LIKE TO TAKE JUST A
MOMENT TO REFRESH US ON THE BILL? [LB371]

SENATOR SULLIVAN: CERTAINLY. THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT; AND GOOD
MORNING, COLLEAGUES. AS THE CLERK INDICATED, THE COMMITTEE
AMENDMENT ON LB371 LOST YESTERDAY. SO WHAT WE ARE DEALING WITH
TODAY IS LB371 AS ORIGINALLY INTRODUCED. | WANT YOU, THOUGH, TO ALSO
KNOW THAT I VIEW THIS STILL AS A WORK IN PROGRESS. I'VE BEEN IN
CONVERSATION WITH THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AND REALIZE AND ACCEPT HIS
CONCERNS AND AM WILLING TO WORK WITH HIS OFFICE, AS WELL AS ANY OF
YOU WHO HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERNS. AND TO THAT END, | WOULD HOPE THAT
IN THE CONVERSATION THAT ENSUES THIS MORNING THAT CONSIDERATION
WOULD BE GIVEN TO ACTUALLY ADVANCING LB371 TO SELECT FILE AND GIVE
US A CHANCE TO WORK ON THOSE AMENDMENTS. BUT JUST TO BRIEFLY RECAP
WHAT LB371 DOES, AS INTRODUCED, IT DOES CREATE THE NEBRASKA COUNCIL
FOR EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS, AN OPPORTUNITY TO BRING ALL EDUCATION
ENTITIES ALONG THE EDUCATION CONTINUUM FROM PRE-K THROUGH HIGHER
EDUCATION, COME TO THE TABLE UNDER LB371. THE COUNCIL WOULD BE CO-
CHAIRED BY THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION, AS WELL AS THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE COORDINATING COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY
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EDUCATION. IT CREATES IN STATUTE AN ENTITY THAT WOULD HAVE SOME
PERMANENCY. IT IS A RESULT, IN MY ESTIMATION, OF THE VISIONING THAT THE
LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION COMMITTEE EMBARKED ON A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO.
AND SO IT WOULD TAKE AS ITS FIRST STEPS THE GOALS THAT WERE IDENTIFIED
BY THAT VISIONING AND START TO WORK ON THOSE ISSUES THAT WERE
IDENTIFIED BY CITIZENS WHO HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE INPUT ALL
ACROSS THE STATE. ONE OF THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COUNCIL UNDER
LB371, AS INTRODUCED, WOULD MEAN THAT THEY WOULD HAVE TO MEET FOUR
TIMES A YEAR, AND THEN AT THE END OF THE YEAR ISSUE AN ANNUAL REPORT
ALONG WITH RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WOULD BE GIVEN TO THE
LEGISLATURE, AS WELL AS THE GOVERNOR. I FEEL THAT THIS IS IMPORTANT TO
DO BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT OF OUR STATE BUDGET, 47 PERCENT OF IT,
APPROXIMATELY, GOES TO EDUCATION. SO WHY NOT HAVE AN ENTITY THAT
LOOKS AT THE PRIORITIES OF EDUCATION, LOOKS AT THOSE TRANSITIONS
BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT LEVELS OF EDUCATION AND BRINGS TO US SOME
RECOMMENDATIONS BECAUSE WE ARE THE POLICY-MAKING BODY WITH
RESPECT TO EDUCATION AND THE OTHER SUBJECT MATTER AREAS. SO AGAIN, |
WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT THIS IS A WORK IN PROGRESS. I'M OPEN TO
AMENDMENTS, BUT THAT IS WHERE WE STAND RIGHT NOW WITH LB371. THANK
YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR SULLIVAN. PROCEEDING NOW TO
DEBATE ON LB371, SENATOR KEN HAAR, YOU'RE RECOGNIZED. [LB371]

SENATOR HAAR: MR. PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF THE BODY, | RISE IN SUPPORT OF
LB371. AND FOR SIX YEARS, | SERVED ON THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE AND IT
KEPT OCCURRING TO ME THAT WITH TERM LIMITS IN PLACE AND THE FACT
THAT WE SPEND A BILLION DOLLARS EVERY YEAR, APPROXIMATELY, ON
EDUCATION, THAT WE NEED TO HAVE A MECHANISM THAT HAS SOME HISTORY
BUILT INTO IT. IT'S LOOKING TO ME, AS | SERVE MY LAST YEAR, THAT WHEN IT
COMES TO IMPORTANT ISSUES LIKE EDUCATION AND SO ON, THE MAIN HISTORY
FOR THIS IS GOING TO BE CARRIED BY THE LOBBYISTS AND THAT'S NOT ALL
BAD. BUT WE NEED SOME ONGOING PERSONNEL WITH A HISTORY IN
EDUCATION. AND AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE, THERE ARE THINGS DOWN THE
ROAD THAT ARE COMING AT US IN TERMS OF PRESCHOOL FOR ALL CHILDREN,
YEAR-ROUND SCHOOL. AND | BELIEVE THAT WE CAN'T DO ANY SUBSTANTIVE
CHANGE IN EDUCATION IF WE DON'T HAVE SOME PEOPLE IN THE BODY, OR IN A
COMMITTEE LIKE THIS, WITH EXPERIENCE, WITH THE HISTORY GOING FORWARD
TO NOT MAKE THE SAME MISTAKES AGAIN, AND TO BE ABLE TO SUGGEST A
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PATH FORWARD. SO ONCE AGAIN, I RISE IN FULL SUPPORT OF LB371. I THINK IT'S
ACTUALLY LONG PAST DUE. THANK YOU SO MUCH. [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR HAAR. SENATOR SULLIVAN, YOU'RE
RECOGNIZED. [LB371]

SENATOR SULLIVAN: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. | WANTED TO RESPOND TO A
FEW OF THE CONCERNS THAT WERE BROUGHT UP BY SOME OF THE SENATORS
YESTERDAY. MY GOOD FRIEND, SENATOR BLOOMFIELD, SAID THAT THIS WAS A
DUPLICATION. WELL, SOME MIGHT SAY THAT BECAUSE HE LISTED THE
MEMBERSHIP ON WHAT IS NOW KNOWN AS THE EDUCATION WORKFORCE
ROUNDTABLE. BUT FOLKS, THAT WAS THE ONLY TIME WE EVER HEARD WHO
WAS ON THAT COMMITTEE AND THAT ROUNDTABLE, BECAUSE THAT ENTITY
EXISTS UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER. IT'S NOT BOUND BY OPEN MEETING LAWS.
IT'S NOT FULLY TRANSPARENT. NOT THAT THEY'RE TRYING TO HIDE ANYTHING,
BUT BECAUSE OF ITS...HOW IT CAME TO BE IN EXISTENCE, WE SIMPLY ARE
LIMITED IN TERMS OF WHAT WE KNOW AND WHAT ARE THE DECISIONS BEING
MADE AND THE TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED. UNDER LB371, WE HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY, AS WE ARE DOING RIGHT NOW, TO WEIGH IN ON THE MAKEUP OF
NCES, AND WHAT ARE THE PRIORITIES THAT IS GOING TO BE IN TERMS OF
STUDYING IT, AND THEN WE WILL ALSO GET AN ANNUAL REPORT AT THE END
OF THEIR...THEIR FOUR TIMES OF MEETING. SO | THINK THAT ONE OF THE
THINGS THAT I'VE SOUGHT TO ACHIEVE IN THIS IS, AS WE HEAR A LOT IN THIS
BODY, TALKING ABOUT THE NEED FOR TRANSPARENCY, | THINK WE GET THAT
WITH THE NEBRASKA COUNCIL FOR EDUCATION AND SUCCESS. AND SENATOR
BLOOMFIELD WAS A LITTLE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DOLLARS. KEEP IN MIND,
AGAIN, THERE CURRENTLY ARE BEING USED $100,000 OUT OF THE UNIVERSITY'S
BUDGET, AND $50,000 OUT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'S BUDGET,
NEITHER OF WHICH WE HAD A ROLE IN APPROPRIATING. AND THEN...SO
THERE'S...I'M PROPOSING IN MY A BILL, THAT ACCOMPANIES LB371, THAT THOSE
DOLLARS BE USED FOR LB371, FOR THE NEBRASKA COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL
SUCCESS. SO THOSE AREN'T NEW DOLLARS. THE ONLY NEW DOLLARS I'M
TALKING ABOUT ARE AN ADDITIONAL $20,000 THAT WOULD GO TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE COUNCIL.
SENATORS HUGHES AND FRIESEN TALKED ABOUT, GEE, ARE WE REALLY DOING
THIS FOR ALL THE RIGHT REASONS? SENATOR FRIESEN TALKED ABOUT WHAT
MIGHT BE THE FOCUS OF IT. WELL, AGAIN, | REMIND YOU THAT THE STEPPING-
OFF POINT FOR THIS COUNCIL WILL BE THE VISIONING THAT THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE EMBARKED ON TWO YEARS AGO WHERE WE ENLISTED INPUT FROM
CITIZENS ALL ACROSS THE STATE. WE HAD ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS WITH
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EDUCATIONAL ENTITIES, AND WE CAME UP WITH GOALS THAT SHOULD BE SOME
OF THE EDUCATIONAL PRIORITIES FOR OUR STATE. THAT WILL BE THE STEPPING-
OFF POINT FOR THIS COUNCIL, THE VERY FIRST THINGS THAT THEY WILL WORK
ON. AND | THINK SENATOR FRIESEN TALKED ABOUT, WELL, WHAT IF THE FOCUS
IS GOING TO BE TOO MUCH ON COLLEGE RATHER THAN...A FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE
RATHER THAN A TWO-YEAR CERTIFICATE, SPEAKING TO THE NEED FOR
WORKFORCE NEEDS IN THIS STATE. AGAIN, THESE WILL BE RECOGNIZED IN THIS
NEBRASKA COUNCIL FOR EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS. WE WILL FOCUS ON NOT
ONLY THE WORKFORCE, BUT THE WHOLE TRANSITION, TRANSITIONING FROM
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION TO MAKE SURE THAT A LITTLE KID COMES TO
KINDERGARTEN READY TO LEARN; AND WHEN THEY LEAVE GRADE SCHOOL,
THEY'RE READY TO STEP INTO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION. AND WHEN THEY
LEAVE THAT TRANSITION, THEY'RE READY TO ENTER THE WORKFORCE. SO TO
SAY THAT IT'S GOING TO BE FOCUSED ON ONE TRACK IS TOTALLY INACCURATE.
AND LASTLY, SENATOR BRASCH TALKED ABOUT--DOES THIS GET US TO WHERE
WE WANT TO BE? WELL, WHO IS THE WE? | THINK... [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: ONE MINUTE. [LB371]

SENATOR SULLIVAN: ...THE LEGITIMATE ANSWER TO THAT IS WE HERE IN THIS
LEGISLATURE. WE'RE HAVING A DISCUSSION ABOUT HOW EDUCATIONAL POLICY
IS DECIDED AND WHAT WE BASE THAT ON. AND | THINK THE IMPORTANT THING
IS NEBRASKA COUNCIL FOR EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS BRINGS TOGETHER THE
RIGHT MINDS TO DISCUSS WHAT THOSE EDUCATIONAL PRIORITIES ARE AND
THEN TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO US, THE POLICY MAKING BODY, OF
WHAT DIRECTIONS WE SHOULD FOCUS ON. SO | HOPE THAT IN SOME WAY
RESPONDS TO SOME OF THE CONCERNS THAT WERE MENTIONED. THANK YOU,
MR. PRESIDENT. [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR SULLIVAN. SPEAKER HADLEY, YOU'RE
RECOGNIZED. [LB371]

SPEAKER HADLEY: MR. PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF THE BODY, I'M STANDING
TODAY...NEITHER SPEAKING IN FAVOR OR AGAINST LB371. BUT | WOULD SAY
THAT IN THE PAST, IN MY EIGHT YEARS HERE, IT HAS NOT BEEN UNCOMMON TO
PASS A BILL ON TO SELECT FILE WITH THE IDEA THAT IT WILL BE WORKED ON
BETWEEN GENERAL AND SELECT. AND SO THAT IS NOT UNCOMMON AT ALL.
SECONDLY, THE SPEAKER'S OFFICE ALWAYS STANDS READY IF ANY PARTIES TO A
BILL WOULD LIKE TO HAVE DISCUSSION AND SUCH AS THAT, THE SPEAKER'S
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OFFICE WOULD CERTAINLY STAND AS A NONPARTISAN PERSON TO CALL A
MEETING AND GETTING GROUPS TOGETHER TO SEE IF THINGS CAN BE WORKED
OUT. SO | WOULD TELL YOU THAT IF THIS IS PASSED ON TO SELECT AND THEY
WISH TO HAVE A MEETING WHERE WE GET BOTH PARTIES TOGETHER TO TALK
ABOUT WHETHER THERE ARE COMMON GROUND THAT COULD BE GIVEN AND
THEY ASK THE SPEAKER'S OFFICE TO DO THAT, | WOULD CERTAINLY SUPPORT
THAT. THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, MR. SPEAKER. SENATOR SCHNOOR, YOU'RE
RECOGNIZED. [LB371]

SENATOR SCHNOOR: THANK YOU, SIR. I HAVE A SIMPLE QUESTION I'D LIKE TO
ASK THE BODY. HOW MANY LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES DO WE HAVE
TO HAVE? THE GOVERNOR APPOINTS MANY DIRECTORS. WE HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO VET THOSE THROUGH OUR PROCESS. WE HEARD SEVERAL OF
THEM TODAY. BUT YET WE CONTINUE TO PASS RESOLUTIONS THAT HAVE
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES. SO ARE WE NOT TRUSTING THE PEOPLE THAT ARE
DOING THEIR JOB? WE JUST PASSED THREE YESTERDAY, THREE MORE
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES. SO HOW MANY ARE THERE? ARE THERE 10? ARE
THERE 20? SO WHERE ARE WE GOING TO SAY..WHEN ARE WE GOING TO SAY
THAT WE TRUST THE PEOPLE THAT ARE DOING THEIR JOB? SO | WOULD JUST
LIKE EVERYBODY TO THINK ABOUT THAT AS WE CONTINUE THE ARGUMENTS
ABOUT THIS ONE TODAY, WHETHER YOU'RE FOR IT OR AGAINST IT, OBVIOUSLY
THAT'S UP TO YOU. BUT HOW MANY OF THESE COMMITTEES DO WE HAVE TO
HAVE TO OVERSEE WHAT WE'RE DOING? BECAUSE ISN'T THAT WHAT WE'RE HERE
FOR? SO JUST THINK ABOUT THAT AS YOU LISTEN MORE. WE ADDED THREE
MORE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES YESTERDAY. WE'RE TALKING ABOUT ONE
TODAY. SO WHEN IS IT GONNA END? SO THAT'S ALL | HAVE. THANK YOU, SIR.
[LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR SCHNOOR. SENATOR KOLOWSKI,
YOU'RE RECOGNIZED. [LB371]

SENATOR KOLOWSKI: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT; GOOD MORNING,
COLLEAGUES. | STAND IN FULL SUPPORT OF LB371, SENATOR SULLIVAN AND
THIS WORK. YOU'VE HEARD SENATOR HAAR AND OTHERS TALK THIS MORNING.
SENATOR SULLIVAN'S COMMENTS ARE RIGHT ON TARGET AS FAR AS THE
DIRECTION WE HOPE TO GO WITH THE EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT WITHIN THE
STATE OF NEBRASKA. AND | WANT TO SPEAK JUST BRIEFLY ON THE P-16 HISTORY

13



Transcript Prepared By the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

Floor Debate
March 01, 2016

THAT | HAVE. | HAVE ATTENDED THOSE MEETINGS IN THE PAST. THERE WAS A
TERRIBLE DISCONNECT. OTHERS HAVE BEEN VERY TACTFUL ABOUT THEIR
COMMENTS ABOUT P-16, WHERE IT WAS, WHERE IT IS, OR WHERE IT MAY BE
GOING, OR WHATEVER DIRECTION THAT MIGHT BE LED MY THE GOVERNOR,
WHOEVER THE SITTING GOVERNOR IS AT THE TIME. WE HAD A TERRIBLE
DISCONNECT WITH THE PRACTITIONERS IN THE STATE AND THE GOVERNOR'S
OFFICE DURING THE TIME | ATTENDED P-16 MEETINGS. THAT DISCONNECT
SERVED NO ONE WELL. IT WAS BLOCKAGE. IT WAS SOME GOOD OLE BOY
NETWORKS. ALL SORTS OF THINGS TOOK PLACE THAT IMPEDED THE PROGRESS
OF A MAJOR STRATEGIC PLANNING THAT SHOULD BE GOING ON FOR THE SIZE
OF THE BUDGET AND THE ISSUE OF IMPORTANCE FOR THE STATE OF NEBRASKA
CONCERNING EDUCATION, ALL LEVELS OF EDUCATION. YOU HEARD PRESCHOOL
BEING MENTIONED, YOU HEARD K-12, COMMUNITY COLLEGES, THE COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES. THERE NEEDS TO BE A BIG PICTURE OF THIS THAT IS
DISRUPTED BY TERM LIMITS. WHEN YOU PLUG NEW PEOPLE INTO A SYSTEM,
BUT THEY DON'T ALL HAVE THE SAME BACKGROUND, AND THEY DON'T HAVE
THE CONTINUITY, IT'S DISCONNECTED FROM OUR EDUCATION COMMITTEE, THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AND OTHER LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
STATE THAT PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN EDUCATION. | COMMEND SENATOR SULLIVAN
ON THIS IDEA. BRINGING THIS FORWARD WOULD BE A MASSIVE IMPROVEMENT
COMPARED TO WHERE WE'VE BEEN IN THE PAST, AND WOULD BRING SOME
GREAT EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS TO OUR EFFORTS IN EDUCATION FOR
ALL LEARNERS IN NEBRASKA. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR KOLOWSKI. SENATOR SULLIVAN,
YOU'RE RECOGNIZED. [LB371]

SENATOR SULLIVAN: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. JUST WANTED TO FOLLOW UP
ON SOME COMMENTS MADE BY SENATOR SCHNOOR. THE NEBRASKA COUNCIL
FOR EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS IS NOT AN OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE. IT IS ONE THAT
BRINGS TOGETHER ALL THE RIGHT MINDS THAT, | THINK WHAT HE WAS SAYING,
WHY DO WE NOT TRUST THEIR JUDGMENT? WE DO. THAT'S WHY WE WANT ALL
OF THESE EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEES...ENTITIES TO COME TOGETHER TO
COLLABORATE AND TO COMMUNICATE, BECAUSE TOO MANY TIMES | HAVE
HEARD, PARTICULARLY LIKE, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN A CHILD LEAVES HIGH
SCHOOL AND NEEDS REMEDIAL EDUCATION GOING INTO POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION, THERE IS A LITTLE BIT OF FINGER POINTING GOING ON. WHY
AREN'T THEY PREPARED? WELL IF THERE WAS MORE COMMUNICATION GOING
ON BETWEEN THE ENTITIES, MAYBE SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS COULD BE
SOLVED, IDENTIFIED, AND RECOMMENDATIONS COULD BE MADE TO IMPROVE
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SOME OF THESE EDUCATIONAL TRANSITIONS. THAT'S HOW | VIEW THIS
EDUCATIONAL...COUNCIL FOR EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS. ALSO THERE HAS
BEEN... WOULDN'T CALL IT A PROLIFERATION, BUT AT THIS SESSION AT LEAST,
THERE WERE TWO DIFFERENT BILLS INTRODUCED AND BROUGHT TO
EDUCATION THAT WERE WANTING TO CREATE TASK FORCES. AND OUR SPEAKER
HAD TO ACTUALLY SEND OUT A REMINDER OF HOW YOU HAVE TO BE VERY
CAREFUL IN FORMING A TASK FORCE SO YOU DON'T HAVE AN OVERLAP
BETWEEN THE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT AND TO BE VERY CAREFUL ON
THEIR MAKEUP. WELL, | TALKED WITH BOTH OF THE SENATORS WHO
INTRODUCED THOSE TASK FORCES AND SAID--LOOK, THE VERY THING THAT
YOU WANT TO ACCOMPLISH AND TALK ABOUT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED IN LB371.
SO IF ANYTHING, | THINK IT SPEAKS TO NOT ONLY TRUSTING THE PEOPLE WHO
ARE DOING THE JOB OF EDUCATION IN THIS STATE, BUT TRYING TO MAKE IT RUN
AND OPERATE MORE EFFICIENTLY. AND LASTLY, | WOULD REMIND THE BODY
THAT THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF WHICH SENATOR SCHNOOR IS A MEMBER,
VOTED TO ADVANCE LB371 AS AMENDED ON AN 8-0 VOTE. THANK YOU, MR.
PRESIDENT. [LB371]

PRESIDENT FOLEY: THANK YOU, SENATOR SULLIVAN. SENATOR BAKER, YOU'RE
RECOGNIZED. [LB371]

SENATOR BAKER: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. I'LL BE BRIEF. AFTER |
RETURNED TO THE STATE OF NEBRASKA IN 1997, AT SOME POINT THE P-16
COORDINATING COUNCIL WAS IN EXISTENCE, AND | WAS PRETTY EXCITED
ABOUT THAT BECAUSE AS WE WERE HAVING MORE AND MORE HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS TAKING DUAL CREDIT CLASSES, AS CAREER ACADEMIES
PROGRESSED, AND WE WERE COORDINATING WITH COMMUNITY COLLEGES FOR
THINGS LIKE WELDING PROGRAMS AND THE LIKE, | THOUGHT IT WAS A GREAT
IDEA IF WE COULD SMOOTH THAT TRANSITION OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT TO
COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO FOUR-YEAR SCHOOL, WHO, QUITE FRANKLY, IT
DIDN'T HAPPEN. EVENTUALLY, | STOPPED GOING TO THAT MEETING BECAUSE IT
DIDN'T SEEM TO TOUCH ME AT ALL AS BEING A SUPERINTENDENT OF A PK
DISTRICT. SO | ENDED UP BEING DISAPPOINTED. | THINK WHAT SENATOR
SULLIVAN IS PROPOSING IN HER BILL WILL GO A LONG WAY...IT'S IMPORTANT
NOW. AS I'VE SAID OVER AND OVER, IT'S NOT ENOUGH FOR 99 PERCENT OF OUR
STUDENTS TO THINK THAT HIGH SCHOOL IS THE END OF THE 