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A BILL

1 FOR AN ACT relating to elections; to amend sections 32-214, 32-215
2 32-228, and 32-904, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
3 and section 32-903, Revi sed St at utes Cunul ative
4 Suppl erent, 2012; to change powers and duties of certain
5 el ecti on conmm ssioners; to provide powers and duties for
6 and change renoval provisions regarding certain chief
7 deputy election comm ssioners; to provide powers and
8 duties for county boards; to harnmoni ze provisions; and to
9 repeal the original sections.

10 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 32-214, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

32-214 The el ection conmm ssioner shall be responsible for
the enforcement of the Election Act as it relates to his or her
office and for the conpetency, integrity, and conduct of his or her
chi ef deputy el ection comm ssioner and all personnel appointed by him
or her. The election conmissioner or chief deputy election
conmi ssioner shall be renoved when it appears that (1) he or she has
been derelict in the performance of the duties of his or her office,
(2) he or she is inconpetent, (3) his or her conduct is prejudicial
to the public interest, (4) he or she has appointed inconpetent,
negligent, or corrupt precinct or district inspectors, judges of
el ection, clerks of election, or deputy registrars, (5 a fair and
inmpartial registration of voters was not obtained in any district of
the county, or (6) the act was not enforced in the county. Refusal to

agree with the el ection conmm ssioner regarding duties to be perforned

under sections 32-215, 32- 228, 32-903, and 32-904 shall not

constitute grounds for renoval of the chief deputy election

conmi ssioner. |If the election conmissioner is appointed by the

CGovernor, the Governor shall rempove the election conmi ssioner or
chi ef deputy election comissioner when either is subject to renoval
under this section. If the Governor fails to renmove the election
conmi ssioner or the chief deputy election comissioner when either
the el ection comi ssioner or deputy, or both, are subject to renoval

under this section, any citizen of the county may institute an action
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to order the Governor to renove the election conm ssioner, chief
deputy election comm ssioner, or both. If the election conm ssioner
is appointed by the county board, the county board shall renpbve the
el ection conmi ssioner or chief deputy election commissioner when
either is subject to renoval under this section. If the county board
fails to renobve the election conmissioner or the chief deputy
el ection commissioner when either the election conmssioner or
deputy, or both, are subject to renoval under this section, any
citizen of the county may institute an action to order the county
board to renove the election conmssioner, chief deputy election
conmi ssi oner, or both.

Sec. 2. Section 32-215, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read

32-215 (1) The election conm ssioner shall adopt and
promulgate rules and regulations in regard to elections and the
registration of voters in his or her county which are not
i nconsistent with the Election Act or the rules and regul ations of
the Secretary of State. The election conm ssioner shall have charge
of and make provisions for all elections to be held in such county
unl ess ot herwi se specifically provided.

(2) Fhe—Subject to subsection (3) of this section, the

el ection conmi ssioner shall select and appoint the places of
registration and the polling place for each precinct and cause the
sanme to be properly equi pped and nmi nt ai ned.

(3) In counties having a population of nobre than one
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hundr ed t housand i nhabitants, the el ection comni ssioner shall perform

the duties which are subject to this subsection under subsection (2)

of this section and sections 32-228, 32-903, and 32-904, in

consultation with and with the agreenment of the chief deputy el ection

commi ssioner. |If the election comissioner and chief deputy el ection

conmm ssioner agree with respect to duties under such sections, the

el ection conmi ssioner shall forward to the county board a report of

action with respect to such duties. If the el ection conm ssioner and

chief deputy election conm ssioner do not agree with respect to

duti es under such sections, the election conm ssioner shall forward a

report of such disagreenent with respect to duties under such

sections to the county board and the county board shall make a

determi nation with respect to such action

Sec. 3. Section 32-228, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

32-228 (1) The election conmssioner shall notify each
person appointed as a judge or clerk of election, precinct inspector
district inspector, nenmber of a counting board, or nmenber of a
canvassi ng board of the appointnment by letter. Such letter shall be
mail ed at least fifteen days prior to the required reporting date for
each statewide primary and general election. Each appointee shall, at
the tinme fixed in the notice of appointnment, report to the office of
the election comm ssioner or other designated |location to conplete
any informational forns and receive training regarding his or her

duties. The training shall include instruction as required by the
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Secretary of State and, subject to subsection (3) of section 32-215

any other training deemed necessary by the election conmi ssioner.
Each appointee, if found qualified and unless excused by reason of
ill health or other good and sufficient reason, shall serve for the
termof his or her appointnent.

(2) An appointee who fails to serve for such term unless
excused by reason of ill health or other good and sufficient reason
is guilty of a Cass V msdeneanor. The el ection conm ssioner shall
submt the names of appointees violating this subsection to the |oca
| aw enforcenent agency for citation pursuant to sections 32-1549 and
32- 1550.

Sec. 4. Section 32-903, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

32-903 (1) The election commi ssioner or county clerk
shall create precincts conposed of conpact and contiguous territory
within the boundary lines of legislative districts. The precincts
shall contain not |ess than seventy-five nor nore than one thousand
seven hundred fifty registered voters based on the nunber of voters
voting at the | ast statew de general election, except that a precinct
may contain less than seventy-five registered voters if in the
j udgrment of the election conm ssioner or county clerk it is necessary
to avoid creating an undue hardship on the registered voters in the
precinct. The election conm ssioner or county clerk shall create
precincts based on the nunber of votes cast at the imediately

preceding presidential election or the current list of registered
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voters for the precinct. The election commi ssioner or county clerk
shall revise and rearrange the precincts and increase or decrease
them at such tines as may be necessary to make the precincts contain
as nearly as practicable not |ess than seventy-five nor nore than one
t housand seven hundred fifty registered voters voting at the |[ast
st atewi de general election. The el ection comm ssioner or county clerk
shal I, when necessary and possible, readjust precinct boundaries to
coincide with the boundaries of cities, villages, and schoo
districts which are divided into districts or wards for election
purposes. The election conmissioner or county clerk shall not nake
any precinct changes in precinct boundaries or divide precincts into
two or nore parts between the statewi de prinmary and general elections
unl ess he or she has been authorized to do so by the Secretary of
State. If changes are authorized, the election conm ssioner or county
clerk shall notify each state and |ocal candidate affected by the
change.

(2) The election conmissioner or county clerk may alter
and divide the existing precincts, except that when any city of the
first class by ordinance divides any ward of such city into two or
nore voting districts or polling places, the election conm ssioner or
county <clerk shall establish precincts or polling places in
conformity with such ordi nance. No such alteration or division shal
t ake place between the statew de primary and general el ections except
as provided in subsection (1) of this section

(3) Al precincts and polling places nay be consoli dated



LB 418 LB 418

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

for the use of electronic voting systens into fewer and |arger
precincts as deenmed necessary and advisable by the election
conm ssioner or county clerk. Such precincts, consolidated for
el ectronic voting systens only, nay have as nany registered voters
therein as deemed advisable in the interest of econony and
efficiency. At least one electronic voting device shall be provided
for every five hundred registered voters voting in the consolidated
precinct or polling place at the imediately preceding genera
el ection.

(4) The duties of the election conmissioner under this

section shall be subject to subsection (3) of section 32-215.

Sec. 5. Section 32-904, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read

32-904 (1) The election commssioner or county clerk
shall designate the polling places for each precinct at which the
regi stered voters of the precinct will cast their votes. Polling
pl aces representing different precincts may be conbined at a single
| ocation when potential sites cannot be found, contracts for
utilizing polling sites cannot be obtained, or a potential site is
not accessi ble to handi capped persons. Wen conbining polling places
at a single site for an election other than a special election, the
el ection commissioner or county clerk shall clearly separate the
polling places from each other and naintain separate receiving
boards. When conbining polling places at a single site for a special

el ection, the election comm ssioner or county clerk may conbine the
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polling places and receiving boards. Polling places shall not be
changed between the statewide primary and general elections unless
the el ection conm ssioner or county clerk has been authorized to make
such change by the Secretary of State. |f changes are authorized, the
el ection conmissioner or county clerk shall notify each state and

| ocal candidate affected by the change. The duties of the election

comni ssi oner _under this subsection shall be subject to subsection (3)

of section 32-215.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of the Election
Act, the Secretary of State nay adopt and pronulgate rules and
regul ati ons, with the consent of the appropriate election
conmi ssioner or county clerk, for the establishnment of polling places
which nmay be used for voting pursuant to section 32-1041 for the
twenty days preceding the day of election. Such polling places shall
be in addition to the office of the election conm ssioner or county
clerk and the polling places otherw se established pursuant to this
section.

Sec. 6. Oiginal sections 32-214, 32-215, 32-228, and
32-904, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and section 32-903,

Revi sed Statutes Curul ative Suppl enment, 2012, are repeal ed.



