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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to students; to adopt the Student Expression Act.

2 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as

t he Student Expression Act.

Sec. 2. The Leqgislature finds that the State of Nebraska

has an obligation to protect the First Anmendnent rights of public

school students in order to instill in students the value of

denbcracy and to prepare students for infornmed and active civic

participation. To that end, the right of students to free expression

in all public schools in Nebraska shall not be abridged except as

provided in the Student Expression Act.

The Leqi sl ature encourages school districts to adopt and

publish policies on student expression follow ng the quidelines of

the Student Expression Act.

Sec. 3. For purposes of the Student Expression Act,

student expression includes the rights of a student to: Express his

or her thoughts and beliefs through speech and synbols; create,

wite, publish, perform and dissemnate his or her views; and

assenbl e peaceably with other students on school property for the

pur pose of expressing opinions.

Sec. 4. The following forns of student expression are

prohi bited

(1) Student expression which is obscene;

(2) Student expression which is defamatory; and

(3) Student expression which creates a clear and present

danger of unlawful acts, causes mmterial and substantial disruption

of the orderly operation of the school, or invades the privacy of
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1 others.

2 Sec. 5. No student expression nade in the exercise of a

3 First Anendnent right shall be deened to be an expression of schoo

4 policy, and no publ i c school , school district, t eacher

5 adm nistrator, or school board nenber shall be held responsible or

6 liable in any civil or crimnal action for any student expression




