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LB 227

1 FOR AN ACT relating to the State Energy Ofice; to anmend sections

2 81- 1601, 81-1603, 81-1605, and 81-1606, Reissue Revised
3 Statutes of Nebraska, and section 81-1607.01, Revised
4 Statutes Cunul ative Supplenent, 2010; to require a state
5 energy assessnent; to provide duties to the office; to
6 har noni ze  provi si ons; and to repeal the original
7 sections.

8 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. The State Energy Ofice shall be responsible

for devel oping a specific and |ong-range state enerqgy assessnent. The

State Energy O fice shall, beginning on July 1, 2012, and every two

years thereafter, assess the energy needs of the state and shall

assign priorities for such needs. The state energy assessnment shall

i ncl ude i nformation r egar di ng t he pr oducti on, di stribution,

consunption, and conservation of energy, an assessnent of present and

future demands for energy, recommendati ons regardi ng energy policies

and conservation neasures, and a determnation of the inpact and

relationship of state enerqy policies to national and regi onal enerqgy

policies. The office shall, on or before Decenber 1 of each even-

nunbered vear, present such assessnent to the Legislature. The

assessnment shall be referred to the appropriate standing conmittees

of the Leqgislature for review

Sec. 2. Section 81-1601, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

81-1601 (1) There is hereby created an agency of state
government to be known as the State Energy O fice. The office nay be
a separate division within an existing executive departnent.

(2) The chief executive officer shall be known as the
Director of the State Energy Ofice and shall be appointed by the
Covernor with the advice and consent of the Legislature. The director
shall administer the affairs of the office and shall serve at the
pl easure of the Governor. The director may enploy such assistants,

prof essional staff, and other enployees as may be deened necessary to
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effectively carry out the provisions of sections 81-1601 to 81-1605

and section 1 of this act wthin such appropriations as the

Legi sl ature may provide. The salary of the director shall be fixed by
t he Governor unl ess otherw se expressly provided for by |aw

Sec. 3. Section 81-1603, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

81- 1603 The office shall have the power to do such things
as are necessary to carry out sections 81-1601 to 81-1605 and section

1 of this act, including but not limted to the follow ng:

(1) To adopt rules and regulations, pursuant to the
Admi ni strative Procedure Act, to carry out the purposes of sections

81-1601 to 81-1605 and section 1 of this act;

(2) To neke all contracts pursuant to sections 81-1601 to

81- 1605 and section 1 of this act and do all things to cooperate with
the federal governnent, and to qualify for, accept, expend, and
di spense public or private funds intended for the inplenentation of

sections 81-1601 to 81-1605 and section 1 of this act;

(3) To contract for services, if such work or services
cannot be satisfactorily perforned by enployees of the agency or by
any other part of state governnent;

(4) To enter into such agreenents as are necessary to
carry out energy research and devel opment with other states;

(5) To carry out the duties and responsibilities relating
to energy as may be requested or required of the state by the federa

gover nment ;
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(6) To cooperate and participate with the approval of the
Governor in the activities of organizations of states relating to the
avai l ability, conservation, devel opnent, and distribution of energy;

(7) To engage in such activities as will seek to insure
that the State of Nebraska and its citizens receive an equitable
share of energy supplies at a fair price; and

(8) To form advisory conmittees of citizens of Nebraska
to advise the director of the energy office on prograns and policies
relating to energy and to assist in inplenmenting such prograns. Such
conmittees shall be of a tenporary nature and no nenber shall receive
any conpensation for serving on any such committee but, with the
approval of the Governor, nenbers shall receive reinbursenment for
actual and necessary expenses as provided in sections 81-1174 to
81-1177 for state enployees. The nminutes of neetings of and actions
taken by each conmittee shall be kept and a record shall be
mai nt ai ned of the nane, address, and occupation or vocation of every
i ndi vi dual serving on any committee. Such minutes and records shall
be maintained in the State Energy O fice and shall be available for
public inspection during regular office hours.

Sec. 4. Section 81-1605, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

81-1605 Notwithstanding any provisions of sections

81-1601 to 81-1605 and section 1 of this act, the State Energy O fice

shall not perform any duties or exercise any powers which are

del egated to other agencies or subdivisions of state governnent.
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Sec. 5. Section 81-1606, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

81-1606 The Director of the State Energy Ofice shall
develop and maintain a program of «collection, conpilation, and
analysis of energy statistics and information. Existing information
reporting requests, maintained at the state and federal |evels, shall
be utilized whenever possible in any data collection required under

the provisions of sections 81-1601 to 81-1607 and section 1 of this

act. A central state repository of energy data shall be devel oped and
coordinated wth other governmental data-collection and record-
keepi ng progranms. The director shall, on at |east an annual basis,
with nmonthly conpilations, subnmit to the Governor and the Clerk of
the Legislature a report identifying state energy consunption by fuel
type and by use to the extent that such information is available.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as permtting or
aut horizing the revealing of confidential information. For purposes
of this section confidential information shall mean any process,
formula, pattern, decision, or conpilation of information which is
used, directly or indirectly, in the business of the producer,
refiner, distributor, transporter, or vendor, and which gives such
producer, refiner, distributor, transporter, or vendor an advantage
or an opportunity to obtain an advantage over conpetitors who do not
know or use it.

Sec. 6. Section 81-1607.01, Revised Statutes Cunulative

Suppl erent, 2010, is anended to read:
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81-1607.01 The State Energy O fice Cash Fund is hereby
created. The fund shall consist of funds received pursuant to section
57-705. The fund shall be used for the admnistration of sections

81-1601 to 81-1607 and section 1 of this act, for energy conservation

activities, and for providing technical assistance to comunities in
the area of natural gas other than assistance regardi ng ownership of
regulated utilities, except that transfers may be made from the fund
to the General Fund at the direction of the Legislature. Any noney in
the State Energy Ofice Cash Fund available for investrment shall be
invested by the state investnment officer pursuant to the Nebraska
Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investnent Act.
Sec. 7. Oiginal sections 81-1601, 81-1603, 81-1605, and
81- 1606, Rei ssue Revised Statutes of Nebr aska, and section
81-1607. 01, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplenent, 2010, are

repeal ed.



