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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to juveniles; to create
2 Guardian ad Litem Services; to provide for
3 litem prograns; to provide powers and duties
4 Court Administrator; and to define a term
5 Be it enacted by the people of the State
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Section 1. (1) The Ofice of Guardian ad Litem Services is

created. The office shall be located in the office of the State Court

Adm ni strator. The Ofice of Guardian ad Litem Services shall

establish and administer l|local progranms pursuant to this section to

aid abused, neglected, or dependent juveniles involved in judicial

proceedings and to assure that all guardians ad litem in these
pr oceedi ngs are adequatel y trai ned to carry out their
responsibilities. Each local program shall consist of volunteer
guardians ad litem at Ileast one program attorney, a program

coordinator, and any clerical staff as the State Court Adninistrator

deens necessary. The costs of each local program shall be paid by the

state. The State Court Adnministrator shall adopt and pronul gate rul es

and requlations necessary and appropriate for the administration of

the Ofice of Guardian ad Litem Services.

(2) The duties of the local prograns shall be to (a) nmke

an _investigation to deternmine the facts. the needs of the juvenile,

and the available resources within the famly and community to neet

those needs., (b) facilitate., when appropriate, the settlenent of

di sputed i ssues, (c) offer evidence and examne wtnesses at

adj udi cation, (d) explore options with the court at the dispositional

hearing, (e) conduct followup investigations to ensure that the

orders of the court are being properly executed, (f) report to the

court when the needs of the juvenile are not being nmet., and (Q)

protect and pronpte the best interests of the juvenile until formally

relieved of the responsibility by the court.

(3) The Ofice of Guardian ad Litem Services shall consult

with each judge of the county court or separate juvenile court during
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the establishnment process of the local program that wll provide

services to such county.

(4 The Ofice of Guardian ad Litem Services shall appoint

a Guardian ad Litem Advisory Commttee consisting of at least five

nenbers to advise the office in matters related to the 1|oca

prograns. The nenbers of the committee shall be reinbursed for actua

and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties as

provided in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177.

(5) If a conflict of interest prohibits a local program

from providing representation to an abused., neglected, or dependent

juvenil e, the court may appoint an attorney to represent the

juvenile.

(6) A county court or separate juvenile court judicia

district shall be agranted a waiver fromthe inplenentation of a |oca

program if the Ofice of Guardian ad Litem Services deternines that

the following conditions are net:

(a) An alternative plan has been developed to provide

adequate guardian ad litem services for each abused. neglected. or

dependent juvenile consistent with the requirenents of this section;

and

(b) The alternative plan will require no greater proportion

of state funds than the judicial district's abuse and negl ect casel oad

represents to the state's abuse and neqgl ect casel oad. Conputation of

abuse and neglect caseloads shall include such factors as the

juvenile population. the nunber of substantiated abuse and neql ect

reports, the nunber of abuse and neglect petitions, the nunber of

abused and neglected juveniles in care to be reviewed pursuant to
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this section, the nature of the district's caseload. and the nunber

of petitions to terninate parental rights.

Wien a waiver is approved pursuant to this subsection, the

Ofice of Guardian ad Litem Services shall retain the authority to

nonitor inplenmentation of the alternative plan _in_ order to assure

conpliance with the requirenents of this section. In any county court

or separate juvenile court judicial district in which the office

deternmines that inplenentation of an alternative plan is not in

conpliance with the requirenents of this subsection, the office my

establish and adninister a program authorized by this section

(7) The appointnment of a guardian ad litem shall be nnde

pursuant to this section unless representation is otherw se provided

pursuant to the Nebraska Juvenil e Code.

(8) Al local prograns _shall be established pursuant to

this section no later than June 30, 2009, or a county court or

separate juvenile court judicial district that qualifies for a waiver

under subsection (6) of this section shall be granted such waiver no

later than June 30, 2009.

(9) For purposes of this section, local program neans a

program providing quardian ad litem servicesCaret to one or nore

counties of a county court or separate juvenile court judicia

district.



