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LEGISLATIVE BILL 493

Approved by the Governor April 8, 1987

Introduced by Pappas, 42

AN ACT relating to the Nebraska State Patrol; to amend
section Al-2026, Revised Statutes Supplement,
1986; to provide for certain disability
benefits as prescribed; and to repeal the

. original section.
Be j.t enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Secti.on 1 . That section al-2o26, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1986, be arilended to read as
foI Iows:

Al-2026- (1) Any offj.cer qualified for an
annuity, as provided j.n section Al-2O25 for reasons
other than disability, shall be entitl-ed to receive a
monthly annuity for the remainder of the offj-cer's Iife.
The amount of the annuity shall be a percentage of the
officer's final average monthly salary. For retirement
on or after the fifty-fifth birthday of the member, the
percentage shalI be two and one half per cent multiplied
by the number of years of service, as calculated in
section 81-2033, except that the percentage shall never
be greater than seventy-five per cent. For retirement
on or after the fi.ftieth birthday of the member, but
prj.or to the fifty-fifth birthday of the member, the
annuj.ty which would apply if the member were age
fifty-five at the date of retirement strall be reduced by
five-ni"nths of one per cent for each month by which the
early reti.rement date precedes age fifty-fj.ve. Any
officer who has completed thirty years of service with
tfre Nebraska State Patrol- shall have retirement benefits
computed as if the officer had reached the age of
fifty-flve. Eor purPoses of this computation, final
average monthJ-y salary is defined to be the sum of the
officer's total salary during the final, three years of
service as an officer divided by thirty-six-

(2) Any officer qualified for an annuity, as
provided in section A1-2O25 for reasons of disabj'Iity,
shall be entitled to receive a monthly annuity for the
remainder of the perj.od of disablement, as Provided in
sections AI-2O2A to 81-2O3O. The amount of the annuity
shall be fifty per cent of the officer's monthly salary
at the date of di.sablement. Upon retirement for
disabilj.tv. the amount of the annuity shall be fifty per
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exhausted.
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(3 ) Upon the death of an officer afterretirement for reasons other than disability, theofficer's survj.vj-ng spouse, if married to the officerprior to the last four years of service of such offi"cerprior to retirement, shaII continue to receive fifty percent of the amount of such offj-cer's annuity for- iheremai"nder of tlte surviving spousers life oi until thesurviving spouse remarries. If the surviving spouse hasa dependent child or children under age nineteen in hisor her care, the benefit shal-I be seventy_five per centof the amount of such officer's annuity until such timeas the youngest such dependent child itt.i.. the age ofnineteen years after which time the benefit j-s reducedto fifty per cent of the amount of such an officer'sannuity. If there is Do survivir)g spouse living at thedate of the officer's death, ttrl offi.cer,s-chita orlctrildren, if any, shall contir)ue to receive fifty percent of the amorrnt of such officer's annuj.ty untii sirchtime as the youngest such child attains the age ofnineteen years. If tltere shouLd be more than one suchchil-d under the age of nineteen years at such time, theamount thereof shaIl be dj.vided equally among suchchildren under such age and, as they "ft"l. tlr. a6" ofnineteen years, only tlte other child or children undersuch age shall participate therein. Upon the d.eath ofan officer after retirement for ...=tn" of disabillty,benefits shall be provj-ded as if the officer ttad retiredfor reasons other than disability, except that it shallnot be required that the surviving- spouse have beenmarried to him or her for the Iast foui years in orderto qualify for such benefits. Upon the death of anofflcer before retirement, benefits siralI be provided asif the officer had retired for reasons of dis;bility onthe date of such officer's death as follows: (a) T; thesurvj.ving spouse and dependent child or chj.l-dren underage nineteen j.n such spouse's care, the benefit sha1l beone hundred per cent of the amount of such officerrsannuity until such time as the youngest dependent childattains the age of nineteen years afier whi-h time thebeneflt shall be reduced to seventy-five per cent of theofficerrs annuity for the remainier of his or her lifeor until he or she remarries; (b) if there is no spouseIiving at the d.ate of the officer's d.eath, his o-r herchild or children, if any, shall continue to receiveseventy-five per cent of the amount of such officerrs
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annuity until such time as the youngest chj-ld attains
the aSe of nineteen years; (c) if there should be more
than one child under the age of nineteen years at the
date of the officer's death, the benefit shalI be
divided equally among such children and, as they attain
the age of nineteen years. only the child or children
under ihe age of nineteen shall Participate therein; and
(d) lf there is no child or children under age nineteen
il,,rirrg at the date of the officer's death, the surviving
=oor"a shalI receive seventy-fi've per cent of the amount

"i such officer's annuity for the remainder of his or
her life or until he or she remarri-es. If no benefits
are paid to a surviving sPouse or dependent children,
benef-its will be paid as described in subsection (1) of
section 81-2031.

(41 Any benefits provided in subsections (1),
(2 ) , and (3 ) of this section shalI apply only to
ietirements, disabilitibs, and deaths occurring on or
after September 2, a977. No benefits beillg paid ulrder
the =yst". on september 2, 1977, sirall be modified, in
.ny ,.y, by the enactment of thie aeb Laws 1977 ' LB 347 '- (5) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
in Chapter 81, artj.cle 20, the annual benefit payable
under slch article shall not at any tlme exceed the
lesser of (a) ninety thousand dollars, as adjusted for
cost-of-Iiving adjustments announced by the Internal
Revenue Service for each calendar year in v'hich the
adjustment is announced, actuarj.ally reduced to reflect
ailtributi.ons prior to age slxty-two, or (b) one hundred
per cent of thl member's average annual compensation for
if," three consecutive calendar years of service during
which the member recej'ved his or her highest
compensation and was an active member j.n the retirement
=yrt"m provided by Chapter 81, article 20' The maximum
airount shalI be adjusted, when necessary, as follows:
(i) Vlhen the annual benefit is payable under this system
to a member in a form other than a straight Iife annuity
or the joint and survivor annuity described by
subsections (1) and (3) of this section the maximum
amount shall be adjusted to the equivalent of a strai'ght
life annuity beginning at the same age on the basis of
actuarial assumptions recommended by the actuary,
approved by the board, and kept on file r'/ith the board;
tiiI whelr the annual benefit i.s payable under this
sy=i"m to a member who has less than ten years of
s6rvice under the system, the maximum amount shall be
multipJ-ied by a fraction, the numerator of $/hich is the
membei's number of years of service under the system,
and lhe denominator of which is ten.
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Sec. 2. That original section Al_2026Revised Statutes Supplement, 1996, is repealed.
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