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LEGISLATIVE BILL 739

Approved by Lhe Governor May 23, 1995

Introduced by McKenzie, 34; Schinek, 27

AN AcT relating to fanily policy; Lo anend secLion 43-533, Relssue Revised
statutes of Nebraska, and secLion 43-2403, Revised slaLutes
supplemenL, 1994; to change provisions relaLing Lo reunification
policy; Lo change provisions relaLing Lo objecLives of Lhe Juvenile
Services AcL, and to repeal Lhe original sections.

Be it enacted by lhe people of the staLe of Nebraska,

secLion 1. secLj.on 43-533, Rei.sEue Revised statutes of Nebraska, is
amended to read:

43-533. The following princiPles shall guide Lhe acLions of sLale
governmenL and deparLments, agencies, insLituLions, commiLLees. Egg!]LEr and
commissi.ons which becone involved wiLh families and children fird 4{i++i€s in
need of assislance or services:

( 1 ) PrevenLion, early idenLificaLion of problems , and early
inLervention shall be guiding phiLosophies Hhen the staLe or a dePartnent,
agency, instj.LuLion, conmittee, court, or connission plans or iilPlenenLs
services for elti*drcn d fanilics or children when such services are in Lhe
best interests of the child;

(2) When ehi{drctr or fanilies or chiLdren requesL assisLance, sLaLe
and local governnenL resources shall be uLilized Lo complemenL conmunily
efforts to help meet lhe needs of such clrildr€lr 6 families or Lhe needs and
Lhe best interests of such children. The sLale shall encourage comnunity
involvemenL in the provision of services to ehi{dren ard families gad
chiLdren, including as an inLegraL par!, Iocal government and Public and
privaLe group parLicipation, in order to encourage and Provide innovaLive
sLrategies in the development of Eervices for e*rildrs ond families 3I!!
children,

(3) To naxinize resources Lhe sLate shall deveLoP nethods Lo
coordinaLe services and resources for elti+dm and fanilies and children'
Every chj.Id-serving deparLnent, agency, insLiLuLion, conmitLee, .g-s-u!L- or
connission shall recognj.ze thal the jurisdicLion of such deparLmenL, agency/
instiLution, commitLee, gq.u.f!- or commissj.on in serving nulLiPle-need children
is noL mutually exclusive/.

(4) When children are removed fron their home, pernanency Planning
sha11 be Lhe guiding philosophy, It shall be Lhe policy of Lhe sLale to l3I
reuniLe Lhe child with hi.s or her family in a t-imeframe appropriaLe lo Lhe age
and developnental needs of the child i4 mi4it*eia * {n th€ H ir+#es+
cf th€ ehd+d

i and

is absent, adoption shaft be aggressively pursued
cannoL be reuniLed and when acLiver ParenLaI

AbsenL Lhe
possibiliLy of adopLion oLher pernanenL seLtings sha1l be pursued,

sec. 2. secLion 43-2403, Revised SLaLuLes supplemenL, L994, is
amended Lo read:

43-2403. The LeglslaLure hereby finds thaL Lhe lncarceraLion of
juveniles in adulL jails, lockups, and corecLional facitities is conLrary Lo
Lhe besL interests and well-being of juveniles and frequently inconsistent
with slate and federal law requiring intervenLj.on by Lhe leasL resLricLive
method. The LegislaLure furlher finds that the lack of available alLernaLives
within local communiLies is a significanL facLor in Lhe incarceraLion of
juveniles in such adulL jails, Iockups, and correcLional faciliLies.

To address such lack of available alLernaLives to Lhe incarceration
of juveniles, Lhe LegislaLure declares iL to be lhe policy of Lhe sLaLe of
Nebraska Lo aid locaL connuniLies j-n the esLablishment of prograns or services
for Juveniles under the jurisdicLion of the juvenile or criminal jusLice
system and Lo finance such progra,ns or services on a conLinuing basis \diLh
appropriations from the General Fund. fhe purposes of the Juvenile Services
Act shall be Lo (1) develop statewide cri.t.eria for Programs or services for
juveniLes, including a descripLion of facLors to be considered in naking
placenenl decislons and a descripLion of necessary components of programs or
services, (2) assist in Lhe provision of appropriate prevenlrve, diversionary,
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and disposiLional alternalives for juveniles, (3) encourage coordinalion of
the ellmenLs of Lhe juvenile services sysLen, and (4) provlde an opporLuniLy
for local involvemenl in developing conmuniLy programs for juveniles so LhaL
Lhe following objectives may be obLaj.ned:

(a) Preservation of the fanily unit whenever the besL inLeresLs of
the juvenite reqsift +t are served and such DreservaLion does not Dl'ace the
iuvenile aL immi.nent risk.

(b) LiniLaLion on intervenLion Lo Lhose acLions tlhich are necessary
and the uLilizaLion of Lhe leasL resLricLive yeL mosL effeclive and
appropriaLe resources ;(c) EncouragenenL of active fanily participation in whatever
treatment is afforded a juvenile whenever Lhe best inLerests of the juvenile
require it;- (d) TreaLnent in the comnuniLy rather Lhan conmiLment Lo a youth
rehabilitation and treaLmenL center whenever the besL interesLs of Lhe
juvenile require iL, and

(a) Encouragement of and assisLance to conmunities j.n the
developnent of alLernativcs to secure LemPorary custody for juveniles h'ho do
noL require secure deLenLion,- A1I state agencj.es providing direct services Lo juveniles shall
coordinate their efforLs and work wi.th the comnisslon, nenbers of Lhe
judiciary, and local political subdivisions in the esLablishnenL and Provision
of such programs. Programs esLablished PursuanL to Lhe acL shall conforn to
the fanily policy teneLs prescribed in secuions 43-532 Lo 43-534.-slc.3. original section 43-533, Reissue Revised statuLes of
Nebraska, and seclion 43-2403, Revised statutes supplenent,1994, are
repealed.

21204


