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LEGISLATIVE BILL 1161

Approved by the covernor Apr1l 9, L996

InLroduced by Hillman, 48i Bernard-Stevens, 42) Klein, 19, llaLzke, 41;
Wickershan, 49

AN ACT relating to public neetings; to anend secLion 84-L4ll, Reissue Revlsed
statutes of Nebraska, to provide for meetings of rj.sk nanagenenL
pools to be held by vldeoconferenclng, and to repeal the original
secLion.

Be iL enacted by the people of the StaLe of Nebraska,

section 1. secLion 84-1411, Reissue Revised SLaLuLes of Nebraska,
is amended Lo read:

84-1411. (1) Each public body shall glve reasonab).e advance
publicized notice of the tine and pl.ace of each meeLing by a nethod designated
by each public body and recorded in its ninutes. Such notice shall be
transniLted Lo all nembers of the public body and to the public. such noLice
shall conLain an agenda of subjects known at, Lhe tine of the publlcized noLice
or a statemenL thaL Lhe agenda, which shall be kept continually currenL, shall
be readily available for public j.nspecLion at the prlncipal office of the
public body during nornal business hours, ExcepE for iLetns of an emergency
naLure, the agenda shall not be alLered laLer Lhan (a) twenty-four hours
before the scheduled comencenenL of the neeLing or (b) forty-eight hours
before Lhe scheduled connencenent of a neeting of a clty council or viLlage
board scheduLed ouLside the corporate limiLs of the nunicipality. The public
body shall have Lhe rights to nodify the agenda to lnclude itens of an
erergency nature only at such public meeting.

(2) A meeLing of a staLe agency, staLe board, staie commlssion,
stale council. or sLaLe commitLee, of an advisory commiLtee of any such state
cnLity, or of the governing body of a public power dlstrlcL havlng a chartered
territoryofmoreLhanfiftycountiesint.hissLate@
of a risk nanagement pool or iLs advisorv conniltees oroanized ln accordance
rrith the InLergovernnental Risk DlanagenenL Act nay be held by means of
vj.deoconferencing if :

(a) Reasonable advance publicized nolice is given,
(b) Reasonable arrangetnenLs are nade to accomnodate the publicrs

righL Lo attend, hear, and speak at the meeting, including seaLing,
recordation by audio or visual recording devlces, and a reasonable opportunity
for input such as public commenL or questions to at least the sane extenL as
would be provided if videoconferenclng was not usedi

(c) At least one copy of aIl" docurrent8 boing considered is available
Lo Lhe public aL .ach site of Lhe vldeoconferencei

(d) At leasL one member of the state entiLy, advisory conmiLLee, or
governing body is present at each siLe of the videoconferencei and- (e) No more than one-half of the sLate entiLyrs, advisory
comnitteers, or governing bodyrs meeEings in a calendar year are held by
videoconference .

vldeoconferencing shall not. be used to circumvenE any of the public
governmenL purposes established in secLions 84-1408 to 84-1414,

(3) The secretary or oLher designee of each public body shall
nainLain a IisL of the nelrs media requesting noLificaLion of neeLinqs and
shall nake reasonable efforts lo provide advance noLification to theD of the
Line and place of each meeLinq and Lhe subjects to be discussed a! thaL
neeting.

(4) When it is necessary to hold an energency meeting without
reasonable advance pubtic notice, the natsure of Lhe emergency shall be staLed
in the minutes and any formal acLion taken in such neeLing shall Pertain only
Lo the emergency. Such enerqency neetings nay be held by means of elecLronlc
or Leleconmuni.cation equipmenL. The provisions of subsecLion (3) of Lhis
secLion shal1 be complied with in conducting emergency meetings. complete
minuLes of such emergency neeLings sPecifying the naLure of Lhe emergency and
any formal action Laken at Lhe meeting shall be nade available to Lhe public
by no laLer Lhan Lhe end of the nexL regular business day'- (5) A pub1lc body may a1low a nenber of Lhe public or any other
witness otliei than a member of the Public body to apPear before the public
body by neans of video or LelecommunicaLions equi.pnenL.

(5) IL is the inLent of the Legislature LhaL on or before January 1,
]-gg7 , Lh; .Governmenl, Mj-litary and Veterans Affairs ConmiLtee of Lhe
Legislature review lhe effecLs of subsections (2) and (5) of Lhis section on
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openness of neetings, effecLiveness of Public access arrangenents, costs and
cost-savings, and any Lendency observed Eo abuse or cj.rcunvenL Lhe open
Deeting provisions of secLions 84-1408 to 84-1414. The comnitLee shall
develop and propose any correcLive legislation it deems necessary,

sec, 2. Original section AA-L4LL, Reissue Revised sLatutes of
Nebraska, is repealed.
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