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LECISLATIVE BILL 271

Approved by the Governor March I I, 1993

Introduced by Wesely, 26

AN ACT relating to State Capitol environs; to amend sections 90-302 and
90-303, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, and
section 90-301, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1992; to
rename an act; to change and authorize regulation of the
Nebraska State Capitol Environs District; to authorize
appeals of decisions; to require an annual reporti to
harmonize provisions; and to repeal the original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section l. That section 90-301, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1992, be amended to read as follows:

90-301. Sections 90-301 to 90-306 and sections 4 to 6 of
this act shall be known and may be cited as rhe N-e6ralla-State Gpiioi
EiTi-rons @ Act.

Sec. 2. That section 90-302, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

90-302. The Legislature hereby finds that the Nebraska
State Capitol and its environs are a source of pride and inspiration to the
citizens of the state. lt recognizes that the State Capitol, designated as a
National Historic Landmark and regarded as onc of the architectural
masterpieces in the world, owes a major part of its recognition, esteem,
and value to the inspiring manner t{tat in which its high tower physically
dominates neighboring buildings and to the fact that it serves as a
prominent landmark and focal point for inspiring vistas in the capital city
of the state and for many miles beyond. 1'he Legislature further finds that
the preservation of lhe dominant height of the State Capitot in relation to
surrounding structures should be a concern not onlv for the
citizens of t}re city of Lincoln; but for all ol the citizens of the state, for
the State Capitol is a financial, cultural, and aesthetic investment and
resource o[ the entire citizenry

re and
ns

to municipalities, in this case to the city of
on to reclaim ccrtain rcgulatory powers

I-incoln,
that it has
by directly

imposing maximum height restrictions in the State Capitol
the bencfit of

environs. The
all lhe citizensLegislature implements these restrictions for

of Nebraska with the further explanation that the maximum height
restrictions being required by section 90-303 are those which were in effect
at the time this legisiation was introduced, that the value of real estate in
the State Capitol environs has been increased substantially by the
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proximity of such real estate to the State Capitol and by the investment of
state resources in the construction, maintenance, and protection of the
State Capitol, that the value of such real estate will undoubtedly continue
to increase because of state maintenance and protection of the State
Capitol despite, and in part because of, the height resLrictions imposed by
the city of Lincoln or M such section, and that
the involvement of the State of Nebraska in the regulation of structure
height in the State Capitol environs through #
such section, in conjunction with lhe regulatory power of the city of
Lincoln, will inject a greater degree of stability in the governmental
process for regulating heights in the State Capitol environs, which will in
turn benefit all Nebraska citizens. The Leqislature further declares its
intention to exercise certain requlatorv oowers for the benefit of the
citizens of Nebraska bv deleeatine to the citv of Lincoln the authoritv to
review and aoprove or disaporove plans and proposals flor demolition.
exterior alteration. and construction of slructures and other imorovements
in the Nebraska State Caoitol Environs District.

Sec. 3. '['hat section 90-303, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

90-303. (1) The maximum height of any buildings and
structures built afler March 8, 1977, shall be restricted as follows:

(a) The maximum height of buildings and structures shall
be forty-five leet within an atea bounded on the west by Seventeenth
Street, on the north by K Street, on the east by Capitol Parkway, and on
'the south by a boundary formed by a line extending directly in a true east
direction to Capitol Parkway from the centerpoint of the intersection of
Seventeenth and I{ Streets, all streets in the city of Lincoln, Lancaster
County, Nebraska;

(b) The maximum height of buildings and structures shall
be forty-five feet within an area bounded on the west by Fourteenth Street,
on the north by G Street, on the east by Sixteenth Street, and on the south
by Washington Street, all streets in the city of Lincoln, Lancaster County,
Nebraska;

(c) The maximum height ol the buildings and structures
shall be Iifty-seven feet within an area bounded on the west by Thirteenth
Street, on the north by L Street, on the east by Scventeenth Strect, and on
the south by G Street, all streets in the city of Lincoln, Lancaster County,
Nebraska;

(d) The maximum height of the buildings and structures
shall be fifty-seven feet within an atea bounded on lhe west by Fourteenth
Street, on the north by R Street, on the east by Sixteenth Street, and on
the south by L Street, all streets in the city ol Lincoln, Lancaster County,
Nebraska; and

(e) The maximum height of the buildings and structures
shall be s€v€fiqr.f,rrc fiftv-seven feet within an area bounded on the west
by Tenth Street, on the north by K Street, on the east by Thirteenth Street,
and on the soulh by lI Street, all streets in the city of Lincoln, Lancaster
County, Nebraska.
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(2) For the purposes of M the
Nebraska State Caoitol Environs Act, the five areas and the full width of
the right-of-way boundary streets described in subsection (l) of this section
shall together constitute and be defined as the Nebraska State Capitol
Environs Dislrict.

(3) The city of Lincoln shall insure, through its inspection
and permit procedures, that the maximum height restricl"ions 4g!-g!gdgg
review process prescribed by this section for the Nebraska State Capitol
Environs District are enforced.

(4) The height restrictions and desiqn review process
required by this section shall apply, within the Nebraska State Capitol
Environs District, to all real estate in private or quasi-public ownership
and to real estate owned by the State of Nebraska and local governmental
uoits of all types.

(5) The following appurtenances shall be exempt from the
height restrictions required by this section, but such appurtenances shall
not exceed twenty feet in height above the maximum height permitted in
subsection (l) of this section and shall be set back a minimum of lifteen
feet from all faces of a building when such faces are adjacent to a street:
€hilnneyq*rrleh Church spires, cooling towers with approved
screeninq, elevator bulkheads, fire towers, monuments, sta€kfr stage
towers or scenery lofts, @ ornamental towers, 44{
spires.
apFil{€ftane6:

(6) Nothing in W the act shall be
construed as limiting the authority of the city of Lincoln to impose lower
height restrictions than those maximum height limits established by
sr:bsection (1) of this section or in establishing lower height restrictions for
appurtenances than those required by subsection (5) of tttis section.

1276

-3



LB 271 LB 271

with the city clerk.
Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.

Sec. 7. That original secilons 90-302 and 90-303, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, and section 90-301, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1992, are repealed.
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