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LEGISLATIVE BTLL 249

Approved by the Governor March 7, 1985

Introduced by PubIic Health & Vlelfare Committee,
WeseIY, 26, ChairPerson; withem, 14'
Chronister, 18; HaII, 7; Peterson, 21;
Smith. 33; LYnch. 13

AN AcT relating to crippled children; to amend sections
4.3-654, 58-1405, and 71-14o1 to 71-1403, Reissue
Revi.sed Statutes of Nebraska, L943, and sections
58-309, 68-313, 6A-7]-1, and 71-1404, Revi6ed
Statutes SupPlement, L984; to change
terminology; {o redefine a termi and to repeal
the original sections-

Be j.t enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska'

Section t. That section 43-654, Reissue Revj'sed
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

43-654. There is hereby created ttre Nebraska
Coordinati.ng council for the Handj'caPped, hereinafter
referred to is the council, for the purPose of coordinating
;;;;;;." for the ltandicaPped,,including. chj'ldren from
ii"ifr. Such coordi'nation sha1l include a statewide
aa=""=rnatt of services available to handicaPped persons
under the auspj-ces of public and Private agencj'es' The

^=".i=tn..rt shill i.nclude, but not be li'mited to, data on
the functions, resources, services, and flnancial
iesponsiUility of each agency as it rela-tes to the health
and educatlonal needs of handlcapped children' The
council shalI mai.ntain a directory of services available
for the handlcapped in the State of Nebraska, distribute
information to parents, doctors, and other persons

"""""."i.g such sdrvices; j.nitiate coordinated planning by
and between the agenci.es and departments of the state'
pii""t. associations, organizations, and-corPorations for
-tne fr""ai."pped; develop a plan as provided under section
4i-654.o1; -maintain records and information concerning
nanaicapping conditions and the handicaPped in Nebraska;
and *.iL iecomrnendations to the public and private
;;;".r;; working with the handicapped concerning needs for
aidi.tional services or areas ln which coordination of
services may benefit the handicapped' The council shalI
consj-st of the following offici.al voting members:

(1) Erom thebepartment of social Services' the
Director of 'social Services or his or her desigmated
representative, the Director of SociaI Services or his or
hei designated representative, the Director of Medlcal
i"i.ri."" -or his orher desi.gnated rePresentative, and the
Director of Services for M;dicallv liandicapped 6r*ppleC
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Children or his or her desi.gnated representative;(2) Erom the Department of public Instj.tutions,the Director of public Institutions or his or herdesignated representative, the Director of MedicalServices or hj.s or her deslgnated representative, theDirector of Mental Retardation or his or her designatedrepresentative, and the Director of RehablliiationServices for Visually Impalred or his or her d.esignatedrepresentative;
(3) Erom the State Department of Education, theCommissioner of Education or hls or her designatedrepresentatj.ve, the Dj.rector of Special Education or hisor her designated representative, ahd the Director ofVocational Rehabilitation or hls or her desj.gnatedrepre sentative ;
(4) Erom the Department of Health, the Dj.rectorof Health or his or her designated representative, theDirector of Maternal and ChiId Health or his or herdesignated representative, and a person within theDepartment of Health who is famitiar with developmentaldisabilities, to be appointed by the Director of HeaIth;and
(5) The chairperson of the Commission for theHearing Impaj-red-
The council sha]I glve public notice of alImeetings. Any private association, organization, orcorporation representing the handlcapped upon requestshaII be provided with notice of aI1- meetings of- thecouncil and a copy of the annual report of the council.Sec. 2. That section 6g-309, Revised StatutesSupplement, 1984, be amended to read as foll-ows:6e-309. The Department of SociaI Servj.ces strallbe the sole agency of the State of Nebraska to administerthe State Assistance Fund for assistance to the aged,blind, or dj-sabled, aid to dependent children, meaicaiassistance, medicelly handicapped er*ppled children,sservices, chffis, 2riia such otherassistance and servi-ces as may be made available to theState of Nebraska by the government of the United States.Sec. 3. That secti-on 68-313, Revised StatutesSupplement. 1984, be amended to read as follows:68-313. It shall be unlawful, except aspermitted by section 68-313.01 and except for puiposesdirectly connected \.rith the administraCion of generalassistance, medically handicapped erippled chlidren'sservj-ces, medical assistance, aEij.stance to the aged,blind, or dlsabled, or aid to dependent chi-Idren, ".rj i,accordance wlth the ruLes and regulations of theDepartment of Socj-al Services, for any person or persons toso1icj.t, disclose, receive, make use of, iuthorize,knowingly permit, participate in, or acgui-esce in the useof, any list of or names of, any information concerni-ng, orpersons applyinq for or receiving such aid or assistance,
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directly or indirectly derived frotn the records, papers,
fiIes, 6r comrnunications of the state, or subdivisions or
agencies thereof, or acquired in the course of the
performance of official duties.

Sec. 4. That section 6A-717, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1984, be amended to read as follows:

6e-'7f7. The Department of Socj-al Services shall
assume the sole responsibility for aII public assislance,
including aid to families with dependent children,
assistanie to the aged, bIind, or di.sabled, cr+Ppled
medicallv handicapped chi,Idren's serwices. commodities,
@d after Jury 1, 1986, the dePartment
shall also j="rrn" the sole responsibility for medical
assi stance .

Sec. 5. That section 58-1405, Reissue Revj'sed
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

58-14o5. The Department of Social Services
shall establish uniform standards of financial eligj'bility
for the treatment servj'ces under the program established
under sections 68-1401 to 68-14O6, i.ncluding a uniform
formula for the payment of services by physicians and
health care providerl rendered under such program and such
formula for pa)ment shall provide for reimbursement at
rates similai io those set by other federal and state
p.og."*", and prj.vate entitlements. The Department of
iociaf Services-standard.s for financial eligi'bilj'ty shall
be the same as those established for €rippled Medicallv
Handicapped Children's Servj'ces, as administered by the
DepartfiiE-of Social Services. AII county or distri-ct
treatttr departments shall use the uniforn standards for
financial eligibility and uniform formula for Payment
established bythe deiartment. AII Payments shalI be used
in support of the program for services established under
sections 68-1401 to 68-1406.

The department shalI establj'sh pa)'ment
sctredules for services not tater than June 30, 1980'

Sec. 6. That section 71-l4}f, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

7L-l4Of. There is hereby created a committee
for e?ippled medicallv handj'capDed children, to be known
as th;'erl@ chirdrenrs
committee, and-composEE-6f nine. rnembers appointed by the
Governor, two of whom shall be duIY licensed practicing
physicians and surgeons in the State of Nebraska' The
."iru"rs of such committee shall serve without salary or
compensation but they shalI be reimbursed by the
Dep'artment of Social Services for their actual and
neces6ary expenses incurred in the performance of their
officlal duties as provided in sections 84-306'01 to
84-306.05 for state employees. In every foulth year,
dating from the year 1938, three members of the committee,
and ii every other year two members of the comrnittee, shal'l
be appointJd, each of whom shall serve for the period of
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four years, or untll a successor has been appointed and hasaccepted. Vacancies shall be filled by appointment of theGovernor for unexpired terms.
Sec. 7. That section 7t-f4o2, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as fol-Iows:71-l4OZ. The_members of the €r*ppled MedicallyHandicapped Chj.Idrenrs Commlttee shalI meet at fEasEonEEquarterly at times and places to be designated by itsehairnaa -qE-IIpeE_E_g!. At the f irst meeting of- tfr.committee held each year it shall elect one of iis memberseha*rnran chairperson and another viee_ehairmanvice-chaj.rperson, and it may also select from itsmembership a secretary. Each of the officers shall holdoffice for one year or unti.l their successors are chosen asaforesaid.
Sec. 8. That section 7l-1403, Reissue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:71-1403. It_ 1!aLl be the duty of the MedicallyHandicapped €rippled Children's Committle to seiiE-iE-Eiadvisory capacity to the Department of Social Services orany other board, commj.ssion, dlvislon, agency, officer, oremployee of the State of Nebraska, leqally chlrged with-theduty. of exercising supervj-sion over jnd administeringservices to erippled medical,lv handicapped children of theState of Nebraska.
Sec. 9. That section 7l-14O4, Revised StatutesSupplement, 1984, be amended to read as follows:
7l-14O4. For all purposes of sections 71_1401to -71-1405, a erippled medically handlcapped chj.ld 1s oneunder th,enty-one years oi -qt and-d;;;ri,ed7 af f )-ictedwith a hare++p gleft ]ip, cleft palate, hernia, congenital-cataract, or disability resultlng from congenilal oracquired heart disease, or any congenital abnJrmallty ororthopedic condition that can be cured or materiillyimprowed. The orthopedic condj.tion or deformity referreito above shall j.nclude any deformity or d.isease ofchildhood generally recognized by the medlcal professi-on,and it shall inctude deformities resulting from burns. ItshaIl not include recent fractures, except thosesufficiently severe or complicated as are lj-kely to resultin permanent deformity or disability 1f not treatedimmediately.
Sec. 10. That original sections 43-654,68-1405, and 71-14O1 to 71-1403, Reissue Revised Statutesof Nebraska, 1943, and sections 68-309, 68-313, 6A-7V,and 7l-L4O4, Revised Statutes Supplement, lgA4, arerepealed.
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