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LEGISLATIVE BILL 886

Approved by the Governor April 10, 1994

Introduced by Kahle, 37

AN ACT relating to paupers and public assistance; to amend
section 6A-126, Revised Statutes Supplement,
1982, and sections 68-1O4 and 68-L37 to 68-14O,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 1983; to modiprovisions relating to the administration

c are

fy
of

medj-caI assistance; to require counties to
establish the standard of need; to require
reimbursement as prescrj.bed; to require certain
notice; to provide rights; to provide for a
right of subrogation; to repeal the orlginal
sections; and to declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
Section 1. That section 68-1O4, Revised

Statutes Supplement, 1983, be amended to read as follorrs:
68-104. The Department of Soclal Services strall

be the overseer of the poor and shall be vested. tith the
entire and exclusive superintendence of the poor in this
state, except that, subject to the llmitations of section
6A-1022, the county board of each county shalt furnish suchmedical service as may be required for the poor of thecounty who are not eligible for other medical assistanceprograms and general assistance for the poor of the county

board of e administer such
s section. A

AS s tanc eprogram.
poor, the
f aci- 1i ti es
chari table
shaLl" use

n prov ng medical

for the standard of need developed by the Bepar:tneat of6eeiaI 6erviees countv pursuant to section 68-126.
Sec. 2- That section 6A-126, Revised Statutes

Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as follows:
6A-126. The Director of Social Services shaIIlmmedlately adopt and promulgate rules and regulations

establishing maxj.mum pa).ments for alI health services
furnished to recipj-ents of publj.c assistance. TheEelrartneBt ef 6eeial 6erviee6 shal] Each county shall, notl-aterthan December 31, 1984, establ-ish a st andard of need
for medical services furnished, pulsuant to section68-104, by the counties whieh provided to indigent

county board shall- make use of any existing
, j-ncludj-ng tax-supported hospitals and
clinics so far as the same may be available, and

the financial eliqibitity criteria estabtished
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persons who are not eIlgj.bIe for other medlcal assistance
programs. This standard shall not exceed the Office of
Management and Budget income poverty guidelines.

Sec. 3. That section 68-137, Revised statutes
Supplement, 1983, be amended to read as follotls:

68-137. No county shall requj-re a Person to make
repayment or any other form of compensatlon for general
assistance provlded to such person pursuant to sections
68-131 to 68-148 if such general assistance vas rrot
obtained through mi srepre sentatlon or fraud that a

inte rim r
an

caI assistance

Sec. 4. That section 68-138, Revi.sed Statutes
Supplement, 1983, be amended to read as follows:

58-138. Any person whose applicatj.on for
general assistance, made pursuant to section 68-1O4 or
sections 68-131 to 68-148, is denied or whose continuj.ng
Eerela+ assistance palrneat is termlnated or reduced shalI,
at the time of the denial, termination, or reduction, be
gj.ven a vrritten notice of the specific reasorts for 6ucfr
denial, termination, or reduction. such notice shaII also
inform ttre person of the right to a hearing to review the
denial, terminatj.on, or reduction and the procedures for
requesting such hearing.

Sec, 5. That section 58-139, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1983, be amended to read as followsr

68-139. Any person whose clalm for general
assistance or medical services (1) has not been acted upon
within tfre time estaUfistrea fy section 68-133, (2) has been
denied, (3) has not been granted in fuII, or (4) has been
reduced or terminated may request a hearing on suctr action
or inaction before the county board or, if the county board
so delegates as allowed by section 58-133, before an
employee of the county.

Sec. 6. That section 68-140, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1983. be amended to read as follows:

68-140. A person requesting a hearing pursuant
to section 68-139 shall have the following rlghts:

(1) To examine the county general acsictanec
file pertaining to tris or her case prior to and durlng the
hearing;

(2) To be represented in the Proceedings by a
lalryer, friend, relative, or anyone else he or she may
se lect;

(3) To present evj.dence; and
(4) To confront and cross-examine witnesses.
Sec. 7. The county shall be rerlnlulqeqgq! anl

on

medical assj-stance or health services by the spouse,
father, or mother of anv recipient if thev or anv of them
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section 68-126, RevisedStatutes Suppl-ement, 1982, and sections 68-1O4 and 68-137
to 68-140, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1983, are
repealed.

Sec. 10. Since an emergency exists, this actshall be ln full force and take effect, from and after itspassage and approval, according to 1aw,

n
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