LB495
LEGISLATIVE BILL 495
Approved by the Governor May 22, 1979

Introduced by Miscellaneous Subjects Committee, Newell,
13, CHRDS 3 Fitzgerald, 14; Simon, 31,
Venditte, 7; Brennan, 9

AN ACT to amend sections 18-2201 and 18-2202, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, relating
to community antenna television service; to
require regulations of rate increases as
orescribed; to permit the grant of a franchise
without an election; to repeal the ‘original
section; and to declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 18-2201, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

18-2201. The furnishing of community antenna
television service is hereby declared to be a bhusiness
affected with such a public interest that it must . be
requlated locally. All muricipalities in ©Nebraska are
hereby authorized and empowered, by ordinance, to
regulate, to prohibit, and to consent to the
construction, installation, operation, and maintenance
4ithin their corporate limits of all persons or entities
furnishing coamunity antenna television service. all
municipalities, acting through the mayor and council or
board of trustees, shall have power to require every
individual or entity offering such service, subject to
reasonable rules and regulations, to furnish any person
apolying therefor along the lines of its wires, cables or
other conduits, with television and radio service. The
mayor and council or board of trustees shall have pover
to prescribe reasonable quality standards for such
service and ®o shall regulate amd-fix rate increases _so
as to provide reasonatle and compensatory rents or rates
for such service including installation charges. In__the
requlation of rate_increases_the procedure provided _in
section 2 of this act shall be used in__any fraanchise
granted or_renewed after the offective date of this act.

Such person or entity furnishing community antenna
television service shall be required to «carry all
broadcast signals as prescribed by franchise and
permitted to be carried by Federal Communications

Commission regulations during the full period of the
broadcast day of its stations.

Sec. 2. (1) Approval of a rate_increase__for_ _a
person ot _entity furnishing community antenna _television
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service shall be required and shall be made by the
council or board of trustees which agranted the “ranchise
to_such_person_or enti*y. Such approval shall be nade hv
ordinaace or resolution.

£2) Prior to voting on_ a rate increase the
council or_ board of trustees shall hold at least two
public meetings at which the catepayers and the
franchisee may comment on _*he programming content and
rates of such franchisee.

{3} At least thicty days prior to the first
oublic neeting held to examine programming content and
rates, each ratepayer or subscriber shall be notified by
a_billing statement or_ _other written notice when and
where such public meeting shall be held. Such__notice
shall also_provid information _as to what _rates are
proposed by _the franchisee for _consideration by the
council or board of trusteses.

Sec. 3. That section 18-2202, Reissue Revised
Statutes of YNebraska, 1943, Dbe amended to read as
follows:

18-2202. It shall be unlawful £for any person,
firm, or corporation to construct, install, operate, or
maintain in or along the streets, alleys, and public
ways, or elsewhere within the corporate 1limits of any
municipality, a community antenna television service
without first obtaining, from such municipality involved,
a franchise authorizing the same; and the governing
bodies 5f such municivpalities are hereby authorized to

rant such a <franchise and such franchise shall be

effective and bpinding without submission to the electors
and approval by a masority vote theresf, notwithstanding
any other law _or home cule charter, for a term of not to
exceed twentv-rive years upon such r2asonable conditions
as the circumstances may require.

Setu. . by That original sections 18-2201 and
18-2202, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are
repealed.

Sec. 5. Since an emergency exists, +this act

shall be in full force and take effect, from and after
its passage and approval, according to law.
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