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LEGISLATIVE BTILL 577
Approved by the Governor May 27, 1975

Introduced by Public Works Committea, Kremer, 34, Chmn.;
Cavanaugh, 9; Mills, 44; Kelly, 35; Moylan, 6;
Harner, 25; Wiltse, 1; R, Lewis, 38

AN ACT to amend sections 46-602, 46-603, 46-629, and
46-630, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, and saction 2-3225, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1974, relating to ground water; to
place restrictions on tha use of ground water
under prescribed conditions; to adopt the
Nebraska Ground Water Management Ack: to
provide severability; and to repeal the
original sections, and also section 2-3237,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,

B2 it enacted by tha pP2ople of tha State of Nebraska,

Saction 1.
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RE2Visions of Chapter 83, artic

Sec. 6. The issuance
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(6) Issue_ceass and desist_orders to restrain_the

construction 2f illegal_wells_or the withdrawal or_use of
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Sec. 19. That section 2-3225, Revised Statutes
Supplem2nt, 1974, be amended to read as follows:

2-3225. <4y Tach district shall have the power
and authority to levy a tax »f not to exceed one mill
annually on all of the taxable property, except
intangible property, within such district unless a higher
lavy shall be authorized by a majority vote of those
voting on the issue at a rejular elaction on a referendum
question sabmitted by resolution of the board of
directors and certified to the Secretary of State on or
bafore August 25 of the election year. The proceeds of
such tax shall b= used, together with any other funds
which the district may receive from any source, for the
operation of the district, but no funds may be used for
constructing or purchasing a headquarters or
aiministration buildinj3. Wwhen adopted by the board, the
1avy shall be certified by the secretary to the county
clerk of each county which in whole or in part is
jncluded within the district. Such levy shall be handled
by the counties in the same manner as other levies, and
proceeds shall be remitted to the district treasurer.
such levy shall not be ~onsiderad a part of the general
county levy and ghall not he considered in connection
with any limitation on levies of such counties.

{2r-Hheneve!—a—-natue:i--feseﬂ!ees-—éistriet--has
vithin-its-boundarieg—nny—a:ea—oﬁ—a—!eeinnation-o:—ground
v:ter-—esnse:vation-—diatrict;—-the-—-natacai—--resaarees
district—shaii-par—ta—ehe--ather-—district--or--dise!iets
thae—pro—eata-share-of-the-aﬂ-vaie:em—taxes—coiieeeed—obr
the-natarai-resourees—ﬂistziet—within—-these—-feeianntion
e:—gtound—uater—canservatien-Gistcicts-For--those-—eonnon
peagtams—eafrie&—aut-ﬂering-the-same—iiscal-7ear-by--both
the—natarai—resaueces—distriet-and--the——othee——dist:iees
named—in-—this——subsection:-—-?he--annuai--audit-—ef--the
n:eaunts—af-the—naturai—:esourees—district-viii—-be-—esed
as-the-basis—to—determine—that-—portéon-—ef--the--naeu!ai
tesaueces—dist:iet*s—buﬂget-coiieeted—-vithin--the——oehec
diseriets—that-shaii—be—paid-to—thear-—eonmon—pcogzaus-as
defined-by—this-subseekion—shaii—be—d:qinnge;—eee:eation;
vate:—supply—ané-ifrigation-Fer—-a-—reeianaeion—-dist:iet
ané--graand—-vater—-regniation—--for—-—a-—-;eound———uatee
esnservation-districts

sec. 20. 7That section 46-602, Reissue Revised
statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
followvws:
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46-602. (1) The owner of each well, except wells
used solely for domestic purposes, completed ip this
state shall register—su:h—veii-with-the-d:tactot complete
32259251a2§_£291525gsigu_zgzmﬁ “ithin thirty twenty days
after tha completion of such well. Rejistration shall be
in such form as the director may direct, and shall
contain a statement of (a) the location of such well, (b)
the date of its completion, (c) the intended use of such
w21l, (d) the size of such well, (e) the actual capacity
of such well expressed in gallons P2r minute, and (£) the

act, if applicable, and {3) such

nal information conformable to the statement of
Parpose contained in section 46-601 as the director might
ra2quire; Provided, that all wells for which a pernmit has
been or in the future is jranted by the Department of
Witer Rasources under sactions 46-638 to 46-650, shall be

exempt from the provisions of this section,

drilled by _any

r2gistrationy
sSection; shall be

(3) Whenever any owner of a registered well, or a

w2ll cavity in iccordanc2 with tha rules ani FE;EISEISHE
of the Dapartmont of Water Resources, and—-within—-sixty
days—give-wrieten-—nat:ee—-te-—the——Bepntﬁment——of——ﬁate!

Resaurees-af-sueh-abaﬂdanment Tha__mathoqd specified
3

{4) When any owner of aq abindoned uell replaces
such w2ll he shall, within thirty days after the
complation of such replicement well, jive notice to the
department by filing in the office of the department
completad well registration and wall drililer Certificate
foras, in triplicate, for the replacement well. No fee
shall be collecteqd for filing notice of abandonment or
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for the registration »f the replacement of a registered
wall.

sec. 21. That section u6-603, Reissue Revised
statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

46-603. Any person actually drilling any well,
except wells to be used solely for domestic purposes,
either 2n his own account or for hire, shall keep an
accurate 1log 1in triplicate, on certificate of well
driller forms to be furnished by the Director of Water
Rasources, of the depth, thickness, and character of the
different strata penetrated and the location of
water-bearing strata. The certificate of - the vell
driller shall also contain the dates of beginning and
completion >f work, the length, size, and weight of the
casing and the methnd of its placemant, the size of the
drilled hole, where the drilled hole is sealed, the type
of seal usei, the l=23al description of the land on which
the well is drilled, and such other data as the Director
of Water Resources may reasonably raquire. ff--the--well
has—been-&ziiied-—fot—-nire;—-the-—certifieate--shaii—-be
Furnished-in-tfipiicate-to-the—-ouner-—to-—accompany-—the
tegisttatioa-required—by-section-“é-éﬂi: The certificate

Sac,  22.  That section 46-629, Reissue Revised
statutes of N2braska, 1943, be amended to read as
fallows:

46-629. The board of directors shall have
aathority to:
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(1) Maintain ang equip an office, and employ such
P2rsons as may be neada=3;

(2) Gather infrrmation cdncerning ground water
conservation and supply this information as requested to
the three state agencies and_to the appropriate__natural

(3) Promulgate ang administer policies;--ruies;
and-re;uiations——ns--reiate relating to jround water,
except that Cesponsibility as r2latas to 1lang treatment
Projrams shall be linmited to making recommendations to
the appropriate nitural resources districts .and theip
subdistricts, with such land treatment programs to be
carried out as authoriz=q4 in sections 2-4594--t5--2-3567
223201 to_2-3262;

(4) Contract with any pPrivate individual,
association, or corporation, or with any state agency, or
subdivision thereof, engagei in jround water
€inservation, for performance of the activities mentioned
in subdivisions (2) and (3) of this section;

(5) In cooperation with the extension service,
disseminate technical information c€oncerning ground water
€onservation;

(6) Adopt, _ ister,__and__enforce rules ang
r2julations to aensare tho Proper conservatiosn of jround
water within the district as provided in section 46-630;
and

(7) Levy a tax as provided in sectinp 46-631,

Sec. 23. That section 46-630, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

46-630. Whanavar the board of directors shall
datermine that rules an4g regulations are necassary in
order to ansure the Proper conservation of ground water
Within the distoict, ik shall confar With the three state
ajencies ani jround water uUsers within the district. No
rules and ragulations shall be adopteq until after g,
puablic h2arinjy and unless the board of directors finds
such ruleas and rejulations to ba in the interest of
public h=2alth, safety, and welfare and ip harmony with
the stata water pPlan as devalop24 by the Nebraska Natural
R2sourcas Commission. Notice of such  hearing shall be
given as provided in Section U6-618, and in addition the
publicatian shall set dut in gencral ternms the rules and
r2julations Proposed. The hoarij shall, within seven days
after such heariny, annsunce the rules and regulations
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aiopted and shall cause notice thereof to be published in
a newspaper of genesral circulation throughout the
district. Notice of such rules and regulations shall
also b2 sent to a1l known jround water users throughout
sach district by either certified or registered mail.
The board shall have yuthority to compel compliance with
such rules and regulations by an action brought in the
district court of the county in which any failure to
comply is found to exist. Any__rules and__requlations

such board_of _directors shall__be consistent

SecC.
shal

Sec. 26. That orijinal sections 46-602, 46-603,
46-629, and 46-630, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, and section 2-3225, Reviseid statutes Supplement,
1974, and alsd section 2-3237, Reissue Revised statutes
of Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.
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