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LEGISLATIVE EILL 7&2
Approved ty the Governcr April 15, 1974
Introcduced ty Fellran, 4

AN ACT relating tc jails; to state pclicy; to prcvide for
a county koard of corrections and a division
of corrections in certain ccurties as
prescrited; to amend section 23-1723, Fevised
Statutes Sugplement, 1972; tc enlarge the
sheriff's cffice merit ccommiscsion; tc prcvide
for status; and tc provide an cperative date.

Be it enacted ky the reople cf the sState cf Nelraska,

Icerent apd _local officers
aIL} egf_ day-tc-day _lLasis
within such systep. _When shiftipng pcrulaticps apd_pcdern
day trends pake particular divisions of _respcpsitilities

gtsclete, it_is ingumktent on_the _leaislature _tc _repedy

Eecause_heavy _copgceptrations _of iphakitapts ip__urkap
ateas klage too _great a_turden on the already beavy . lgad
of the office of sheriff and Lecause modern day_ _thecries
of crimipal correctigns in_bigb ropulaticn depsity _areas
are rest talanced in a rulblic forugm of _orpep _1deas__angd

structure of respopsitility cver the county Jails dp__all
coupties having _gore _than  three _ bupdred __thgusand
ipbaktitapts. _Such a structure wculd epatle ccurty kgalds
to copstitute thegselves as _county Loards of _cgrIecticns
ip_order to supply such oren ideas_and defate, shile _the
sheriffs _of such ccunties would te Leleased _tc_ EUISUe
Bore_ _fully _their _rripgary duties _as__law__erforgersnt
officers.

Sec. Z. Ip gagh county baviny @ rgrulation  of
three hundred thousand cr more _iphatitants, _tke ccunty
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county_ jail,

Sec.
provided in Chapter 47,

sec. 5. 1Ig aid the county toard of corrections
ip_accopplishing the _purposes _of _this _act, _there is
bereky estaklished the divisicn of corrections under _the
jyrisdiction of the toard, _The admipistrative cfficer of
the _division shall Le the director of _corrections, _uho

shall Le gqualified Ly education, traibing, and exrerienge
to perforn the duties of such _position. ~ Ibe _specific
gualifications_of the director of _correcticns _shall _Le
set_forth in the rules _of _the _sheriff's office _merit
goBpigsion. _All other personpel shall Le emeployed Ly _the
diyisign upder ryules _apd__exasination _pIrocedures _which
shall te estaklished Ly the merif compission. _ADy pegrler

Sec, 6. That section 23-1723, Revised Statutes
Sugplement, 1972, ke amended to read as fcllows:

23-1723. The sheriff's office merit conrrission
shall consist of ¢hree tive membters. Cne memter shall te
a duly elected county official, appointed Lty the tocard of
county comrmissioners. Cne memkter shall te a deputy
csheriftf, elected ty the deputy sheriffs. Cpe__penker

bty the mepters of the division. Fhe--¢third--menmter Tuwo

menkers shall ke selected Ly the presiding judge <cf the
judicial district enccmpassing such county and shall te e
tutlic representative-who-is-a--resident representatives

whc_are_residents of the county and neither ghall Fe an

official mer ¢cr_ap enployee of the county. The terms of
office of rerters initially appcinted or elected =shall
expire on January 1 of the tirst, second and third vyears
tcllowirg their appointment or election, as designated Ly
the tcard of county commissioners. As the terrs of
initial wmemkers  expire, thelr successcrs chall te
appointed or elected for three-year terms in the <same
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rapner as the initial rmerters. Ibe additicn

repLesentative provided for in this secticp .shall scrve
uptil Japuary 1, 1917, and the pemker from _the divisigo
of corrections shall serve uptil  Japuery . _137€,. _and
thereafter their successels sball Le arpoipted cI_glected
for three-year terms. Any vacancy shall te filled ¢ty

appointrent or election in the sate manner as appointrent

or electicn of initial  wemlters. ihe cocwmoigsicn =hall
have the fpower to declare vacant the ©[pcsitior of any
memter who no longer meets the qualificaticns for

election cr arpointrent set cut in this secticn,

sec. 7. Ng person_in the erploy ct _tte cffice
of _the _sheriff shall e reduced _in _rank cr __pdy,
suspepded, repgved, ¢ derrived of apy fenefits accrued
as._of the grerative date c¢f this act excert _as rrovided
ip_the rules of the merit comrmissicn.

Sec. 8. All__persgps _ip_ _the _custcav _cf _the
coupty sheriff pursuvant_to this act shall have ieascnafle
access_to_the persorrel of the division c¢f corrections.
Such perscnnel shall conduct interviews of suck perscns
apd___provide __assistance, __coupnseling, ard___various

educatiopal apd rebatilitaticp fprogrars_LcI_such LELSODS.

as he_deerns

1975,

Sec. 11. That criginal section 23-17.3, Fevised
Statutes Supgplement, 1972, is repealed.



