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LEGISLATIVE BILL 75
Approved Lty the Governor May 3, 1973

Introduced bty Anderson, 37

AN ACT to amend sections 23-149, 23-214, 23-215, 23-227,
23-234, 23-237, 23-238, 23-2u1, 23-242,
23-250, 23-252, 23-253, 23-257, 23-259,
23-260, 23-283, 23-287, 23-293, and
39-1520.01, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, relating to counties under
township organizations; to harsonize with
other legislation; and to repeal the original
sections, and also sections 23-216, 23-217,
23-218, 23-220, 23-221, 23-232, 23-233,
23-235, 23-240, 23-244, 23-256, 23-280,
39-1524.01, 39-1525, and 39-1526, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 23-149, Reissue BRevised
Statutes of Nekraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-149. Whenever in counties not under township
organization a petition or petitions for the submission
of the question signed by not less than two hundred
electors of the county, voting at the 1last general
election, shall be filed in the office of the county
clerk or election_ _commissioner, not less than £ifty
seventy days tefore the date of any general election, it
shall be the duty of such county clerk or__election
commissioner to cause said question to be submitted to
the voters of said county at such election, and give
notice thereof in the general notice of such election.
The forms of ballots shall be respectively: For three
commissioners and For five commissioners; and the same
shall be written-or printed upon the regular tallots cast
for officers voted for at such election, and shall be
counted and canvassed in the same manner. If a majority
of votes cast at said election on favor such proposition
have-written--or--printed--thereon-—the--words For five
commissioners, thereafter said county shall bhave five
commissioners, and if a majority of the ballots cast at
said election have-written-or-printed-thereon--the--vords
favor For three cosmissioners, thereafter the said county
shall have three commissioners. Ballots on which appear
For three commissioners, and For five comssissioners,
neither being stricken out, shall not be counted as cast
on said proposition.
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Sec. 2. That section 23-214, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-214. The county board shall also, at the
pmeeting at which it shall fix and name the several
townships, appoint for each township some suitatle
person, who 1is an elector within the township, as

chairman of the township board. The person sc appointed

shall, on or tefore the first Tuesday_in January meeting

follewing next_ensuing, take the oath of office and file
a bond as provided by law. Such bond shall be agproved
by the board as provided by law. In case such person
shall neglect or refuse to gqualify, the county board
shall at sueh its_regular January meeting appoint another
vho shall gqualify as above stated. The person so
appointed shall hold said office until his successor
shall be duly elected and qualified as provided by law.

sec. 3. That section 23-215, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-215. The county cierk btoard shall aise on or
before the third Tuesday in Deceamber following the
adoption of township organization, appoint for each
township some-suitable-person;-who-is-an--eiector--vithin
the-township-for-which-he-is-appointed;-as-town-cierk one
town_clerk _and_ope_treasurer_who are _gualified _electors
residing__in__the__township. Such person persons so
appointed shall on or before the first Tuesday in January
next ensuing take the oath of office and give bond as
provided by law. The county board shall approve such
bonds at its January meeting or shall meet and approve
all bonds given to fill vacancies provided for in this
section and section 23-214 before the first day of April
next ensuing. In the event the person persons appointed
shall fail or refuse to qualify by the time named above,
the county eierk board shall name some other person or
persons possessing the qualifications mentioned in this
section. The persons so appointed and--quaiified shall
gualify and hold their offices untii-their-successors-are

duiy-eiected-and-quaiified for the_ tern.

Sec. 4. That section 23-227, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follovs:

23-227. The citizens of the several towns of
this state, qualified by the Constitution to vote at
general elections, shall assemble and hold annual town
meetings at their respective towns on-the--third--fuesday
in-danvary;-at-such-place-in-such-town--as--the--eiectors
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therecf-at-their-annuai-town-neetings-shaii-from-time--to
time-appoint at_ _the _time__of_ _the_ _lrudget_ _hearing__as

ons_23-921_to _23-933. Notice of the
time and the place of holding such nmeeting, after the
first meeting, shall be given by the town clerk by
publishing said notice in a newspaper in or of general
circulation in said town at least ten days prior to said
meeting.

Sec. 5. That section 23-234, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-234. The town clerk elected or appointed
shall be the clerk of the town meeting, and shall keep
faithfully minutes of its proceedings, in which he shall
enter at length every order or direction, and all rules
and regulations made by such meeting, s-and-he--and--the
noderator-shaii-siqn-the-sames 1f _the__town__clerk _is
absent from_ the town meeting, the__town_ _treasurer__shall

perform the duties_of the_ town_clerk. _The person_keeping

Sec. 6. That section 23-237, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebtraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-237. When the result of any vote shall, ugon
such declaration, ke questioned by one or more of the
electors present, the moderator presiding__officer shall
make the vote certain by causing the voters to rise and
ke counted, or ty dividing off.

Sec. 7. That section 23-238, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-238. No person shall ke a voter at any town
meeting unless he shall be quaiified-to-vote--at--general
etections a_registered_voter, and has-been-for--the--1as¢

ten-days a resident of the town wherein he shall offer to
vote.

Sec. 8. That section 23-241, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-241. The minutes of the proceedings of every
town meetingj-subscrited-by-the-moderator--and--cierk--of
such-meeting; shall be filed in the office of the town
clerk within ten days after such town meeting.
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Sec. 9. That section 23-2u42, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebracska, 1943, te amended to read as
follows:

23-242. Every person elected or appointed to the
office of town clerk, town treasurer, or overseer—--of
highways town_chairman, before he enters upon the duties
of his office, and within ten days after he shall be
notified of his election or appointment, shall take and
subscribe before some authorized person an oath or
affirmation to faithfully and impartially perform the
duties of his office, as prescribed by law, and shall
cause a certificate of the same to bte filed in the office
of the town clerk.

Sec. 10. That section 23-250, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-250. Within-ten-days-after-the-third--Fuesday
in-danuary-of-each-year-the-town-cterk-in-counties-—-under
township-organization-shaii-prepare-an-itenized-report-as
reconnended-by-the-Aunditor--of-—Putiic--Accounts-—-of--atl
soney-received-and-ali-money-patd-out-during-the-year--by
the-town-toard-and-shati-putiish--the--same--once—-within
thirty--days--after--the--annuai--town--meeting--in---cne
newspaper-in-the-countys--fhe-expense-of-the--putiication
of-the-report-shati--be--paid--the-—same--as--cther--town
expensess--A-copy-of-such-report-shati-te-fited-with--the
county-cierk-of-the-county--itn-——which--such--township--is
tocated-within-thirty-days-after--the--first--Fuesday--in
dansary-of-the-year-foellowing-the-year-which--the--report
coverss Not later_ than the _date _specified _in__section

counties__under township

Sec. 11. That section 23-252, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended tc read as
follows:

23-252. In each town, the clerk, the treasurer,
and the chairman of the board shall examine the accounts
of the overseers of highways for money received and
distursed by them, and shall require all officers tc
account to such board for any and all such money received
and disbursed bty such officers in their official
capacity. Such toard shall examine and audit all charges
and claims against the town, and the compensaticn cf all
town officers. In case of the absence of any of said
officers, or their failure to attend any meeting of the
toard, the two attendingy may appoint any qualified
elector to act with them in the place of the aktsentee,
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and the appointee shall act, only for such meeting, in
the place of such absentee as a member of such board.
Each township shall make an annual statenent--of--its
teeeipt57-disherse-ents;-and-other—iinanciai—ttansaetiens
upon—fotls—to—te-pteseribed——ty-—the——iuditot—-ef-—?ntiic
Accounts;-which-statement-shaii-be-fited-with-the--county
clerk-of-the-county-in--which--the-—township--is--located
Iithin-thitty-dnys—after-the—fifst-!aesday-in—daauaty--of
the—year—feiioiing——the--year——ihieh--the—-tepo:t--cevets
Ludget_statement as_set out_in sections_23-921_to_23-933.
The county board may require an audit of the accounts of
any township within the county, whenever in its Jjudgment
such audit is necessary. The audit shall te made by the
Auditor of Puklic Accounts.

Sec. 12. That section 23-253, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-253. The board shall meet at the town clerk's
office or other convenient place for the purpose of
examining and auditing the town accounts three--times in
each fiscal year as-follows:--6n-the-first-Thursday-after
the-first-fuesday-in-danuary--and--on—-the--tuesday--next
p:eceaing—eaeh-ef—the-reguia!-neetiﬂgs—of——the-—bcafd--of
supervisors-of-the-county;-and at such other times as the
interest of the town may require. Notices of such
meetings shall te published once at least ten days before
such meeting in a legal newspaper of general circulation
in the county. township;-Provided;—ten-days-prior-to-the
annuai-neeting:-the-county-tteesaret-shaii-laie--ent--and
file-with-each-township-board-of-the-county--a--statesent
sho-ing-the—ancunt-of—naney—nos—on-hand:

Sec. 13. That section 23-257, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-257. The board shall make a certificate to be
signed by a majority of its memters specifying the value
of the claim and to whom the amount is allowed, and shall
cause such certificate to te delivered to the town clerk
of said town, to be by him kept on file for the
inspection of all persons, s-and-a--certified--statesent
shall-be-made-and-by-him-at-once-delivered-to-the-—county
cie:k;--uhe--shaii——ia,——sueh-—stateient--et-—-stateients
teceivea-by—hin—ftc-—the-sevetai-eietks—be!oreothe-—boatd
ef—supetvisots—ef-the--ceunt1——at——thei:—-zeguiat-—annnci
neetings

Sec. 14. That section 23-259, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:
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23-259. <4y The money necessary to defray the
town charges of each town shall be levied on the taxatle
property in such town in the manner prescribed by iaw-for
raising-revenue sections_23-921_to 23-933. The rate of
taxes for town purposes shall not exceed eight =®=ills on
the dollar upon the assessed value of all the taxaktle
property in such township, except intangitle property,
for all purposes.

1ir-!he—-eiectets--at——the-—annuai-—tosn——aeeting
shali-determine-the--amount--ocf--money--necessary--to--be
jevied-for-towun-purposess--Fhe-town-board--shaii--certify
to-the-county-clterk-the--anount--of--msoney--voted--to--be
raised-at-the-annual-town-meeting;-and-said-anount--shaii
pe-levied-by-the-county-board-on-the-taxabie-property--in
sueh—te!ashi97-05—ptevided—by—sﬂbseetions-1ir-and—1ir--oi
4+his~section;-and-te-coliected-as-other-taxess

Ssec. 15. That section 23-260, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-260. The members of the town board shall be
entitled to a per diem as fixed by the town Lboard at its
annual meeting. but-not-to-exceed-five-doiiars--per--day
each-for-their-services-vhile-actuatiy-engaged--in-—their
duties-as-such-senbers-of-the-toards-and-the--town--cierk
in-addition-thereto-shati-receive-fees-for-the--foiioving
seryices:--Por-serving-notices—of-etection-as-required-by
Jaw;-twenty-five-cents-eachs--£filing--papers;-—ten--cents
eaeh:—postiag—nutices-ns--tequired——by—-iau;--t-entyoiive
eeats—eneh1-£ot—recetding——nay-—otde:-—or-—iastru-ent--of
writing-authorized--by--law;--five-—cents--for--each--one
hundred-words:-for-copying-any-record-in-his--office--and
eettifying—the-sn:e:--ten—-eents--fer--eaeh—-one--hnnd:eﬂ
words;-to-be-paid-by-the-persons-appiying-for--the--sases;
end-fot-copyiag—by—iaua7-60r-posting-ot-pcbiicatiea:—f&ve
cents-for-each-one--hundred--wordss——Provided;-—the--town
treasurer-shaii-receive;-in--addition--to--the--per—-dienm
ailovance--herein--provided--an—-annuai--satary--of--five
doitarss

Ssec. 16. That section 23-283, Reissue Revised
Statutes of WNebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-283. The county board, on the petiticn of two
hundred and fifty or more iegal registered voters of the
county filed with the county clerk or___election
commissioner at least forty seventy days prior to the
general election, shall cause to be submitted to the
voters of the county the question of township

supervisors, by ballot to be written--or printed, or
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partiy-written-and-partiy-printed-thereen; For township
supervisors, or Against township supervisors, the votes
to be counted, canvassed, and returned in like manner as
votes for county officers.

Sec. 17. That section 23-287, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-287. Whenever a petition or petitions for a
submission of the question of the discontinuance of
township supervisors to the voters of his county, signed
by a numkber of electors anmd not less than ten per cent of
those voting at the last general election, shall be filed
in the office of the county clerk or___election
commissioner not less than thirty seventy days before the
date of any general election, it shall be the duty of the
county clerk or__election__commissioner to cause the
question to be submitted to the voters of the county at
such general election and give notice thereof in the
general notice of such election.

Sec. 18. That section 23-293, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

23-293. Whenever a petition or petitions for a
submission of the question of the discontinuance of
township organization to the voters of his county, signed
by a number of electors not less than ten per cent of
those voting at the last general election, shall be filed
in the office of the county clerk or___election
date of any general election, it shall be the duty of
said county clerk or_election_commissioner to cause said
question to be sukmitted to the voters of said county at
such election, and give notice thereof in the general
election notices of such election.

Sec. 19. That section 39-1520.01, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

39-1520.07. The county board under township
organization in counties not operating under the county
road unit system shall divide the county, except the
portion occupied by the cities and incorporated villages,
into as many road districts as may Le necessary, and
alter the Ftoundaries thereof as may seem proper;
Provided, in no case shall any road district be so
constituted as to ke within the limits of two distinct
voting precincts or townships. 3Ft-shaii-te-the--duty--of
the-county--cierk;--upon--appiication;—-to--furnish--each
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county-board-menmter-with-a-particuiar-description-of--the
toundaries-of-his--districts-—-Ff--the--county--board--in
changing-the-toundary-3ines--of--road--districts--thereby
creates-additionai-districts;-it-shaii-be-the-duty-of-the
county-board--to--appoint--road--overseers--in--suach--new
districts-to-serve-nntil-their-successors-in--ocffice--are
elected-and-quatifieds--the-road-overseers-eiected-at-the
iast-annuai-town-meeting-shati-serve-during-their-term-of
office-in-the-districts—vhere-they-resides

Sec. 20. That original sections 23-149, 23-214,
23-215, 23-227, 23-234, 23-237, 23-238, 23-241, 23-242,
23-250, 23-252, 23-253, 23-257, 23-259, 23-260, 23-283,
23-287, 23-293, and 39-1520.01, Reissue Revised Statutes
of Nektraska, 1943, and also sections 23-216, 23-217,
23-218, 23-220, 23-221, 23-232, 23-233, 23-235, 23-240,
23-244, 23-256, 23-280, 39-1524.01, 39-1525, and 39-1526,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.
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