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LFGISLATIVE EIIL 552
Apprcved Ly the Governor Fay 26, 1973

Introduced ky Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
Ccrnrittee, Chamkers, 11, Chon.; Farnett, 26;
Fowler, 27; Cuis, 39; DeCamp, 403 Stull, 49

AN ACT tc amend secticns 23-151, 23-204, and 23-269,
Reiccue Revised Statutes of Nektraska, 1943,
and secticn 23=3U3.25, Revised Statutes
sugplement, 1972, relating to counties; to
provide for township elections as rrescrited;
tc prcvide for election of cfficers in
township counties; to provide when counties
under a cormissioner or township organization
may elect commissicners on an at-large Dbasis;
tc prcvide that officers of a local hespital
district may ke elected at the time of the
cstatewide primary cn a ncnpartisan lfkasis as
prescritked; and to repeal the original
secticns.

Ee it enacted ty the people cf the State cf Nektraska,
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Sec. 2. That secticn 23-151, Keissue FRevised
Statutes of Nekraska, 1943, te amended tc read as
follows:

23=45 1 Fach county, not under tcwnship
organization, having nct more than three hundred thousand
inhatitants, shall te divided intc three districts
nurktered respectively, one, two and three, or intc five
districts as prcvided for in secticns 2z3-148 to 23-1%0,
which shall te numtered respectively, c¢ne, twc, three,
four and five. Such districts shall consist of twe or
more voting precincts, comprising ccmpact and ccntiguous
territory and emkracing, as nearly as may te pcssikle, an
equal division of the populaticon cf the ccunty and not
subkject tc alteraticn oftener than once in fcour years.
Cne commissioner shall te norinated and elected Ly each
of said districts, but shall ke elected ty the qualified
electors of the entire county in cocunties having a
populaticn in excess cf one hundred thousand and 1less
than three hundred thousand. The district 1lines shall
nct ke changed at any sessicn of the toard unless all of
the cormissioners are present at such sessicn; Erovided,
in ccunties where a majority have voted for five
commissioners, it shall te the duty of the ccunty Loard
of such county, at their first  meccting after the
puklication of the state or federal census, cr after an
election deciding tc have five, to divide =said county
into five commissioner districts, as provided ty law; and
provided_further, the three cormissioners cf such ccunty
wvhose terms of office will expire after said election
shall continue tc represent the districts in which they
reside after the redistricting of such county, until the
expiration of the terms for which they were elected and
until their successors are elected and qualified. At the
general election next after the divisicn cf a ccunty into
five districts, one commissioner shall te elected for
each of the two reraining districts. Cf the twc perscns
elected for such districts, the G[perscn receiving the
highest number of votes shall hold his office fcr the
terr cf fcur years, and the person receiving the next
highest numker of votes shall hold his office for the
term of two years; and each comrmissioner elected
thereafter, in pursuance of the provisions c¢f this
secticn, shall hocld his cffice for four years and until
his successor is e€lected and qualified. In counties
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having a populaticn of three hundred thousand inhabitants
or more, the corrissioners shall ke nominated and elected
ty the qualified electors of the entire ccunty; =
Provided, that these counties_having a_commissioner _fgrm

Sec. 3. 1That section 23-204, BReissue Revised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, Le arended tc read as
follcws:

23-2C4. Cn the second Tuesday after such
election adopting tcwnship organization in any county,
the county judge, county clerk and county treasurer of
the county shall meet at the county seat of =such county
and shall within three days from and after the first day
of meeting, divide such county into seven districts to be
kncwn as supervisor districts. Such districts shall te
divided as nearly as possiktle with regular boundary lines
and in reqular and compact form and shapes, and each of
such districts shall as nearly as possitle have the same

numter of inhakitants as any other district. Nc voting
precinct shall ke divided ty any such district; Frovided,
in counties having cities of over one thousand

inhaktitants and where such cities have nmore inhabitants
than the average cutlying district, the county Loard
shall add enough contiguous territory to such city so
that the inhatitants in such city and contigucus
territory shall equal the inhakitants of two of the other
districts. The county judge, county clerk and county
treasurer shall then divide the tract thus segregated
intc two supervisor districts with population as nearly
equal as possitle, and when so divided, each of said
districts shall elect cne supervisor who shall reside in
such supervisor district and ke norminated and elected by
the qualified electcrs residing in that district. If any
such city has more than the requisite inhatitants for two
superviscr districts, then sufficient outlying territory
may te added to such city to make three supervisor
districts. 1The supervisor in each supervisor district in
such city shall reside in such supervisor district, and
te nominated and elected Ly the qualified electers
residing in that supervisor district. The rerainder of
the county outside of =such city districts shall be
divided so as to «create a total of seven supervisor
districts; = Frovided, that if any county under_ township
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Sec. 4. That section 23-269, PReissue Revised
Statutes of Nektraska, 1943, bte amended tc read as
follows:

23-2€9. The supervisor districts may ke changed
after each state and federal census, if it shall appear
from an exarination of--the--nunker--of--votes—-in--any
district—-or--districts that the inhatiteants-——-have
population__has Lecone unequal among the several

districts; Provided, in the event of any change or
amendment of sections 23-201 tc 23-299 which may
necessitate a change in the toundaries of such supervisor
districts, or any one of them, then it shall ke the duty
of the county toard to make such change in toundary at
its next regular meeting after such change or asmendment

takes effect; = and__provided_ _further, that these

Sec. 1 That section 23=3U3,25, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1972, ke amended to read as focllows:

23-343.25. The elective officers of a 1local
hcspital district shall be a ktoard of directors
consisting of five members. The memkters of the first
board shall be appcinted ty the county toard and shall se
ciassify-thepselves-by-ict-that-4tvo-nenters--shaii--serve
for-tvo-years;-and-three-shaii-serve-for-four-yearss be
So_appointed_that two members_shall serve a__term _ending
on__the _first Tuesday _in__June _following__the __first

statewide _primary election following the initial

At the first statewide primary election_after_the

initial afprointment, two memters__shall rLe _elected _for

terms_of four years. _At__the_ _second _statewide Erimary

election after the _initial _appointment, _three _members
shall te_elected for_ terms of four_years.

Candidates__sbhall___file personal

applications__with_ __the __county __clerk __or___election

commissioner_as_provided_in_Chapter 32. Their successors
shall thereafter be elected for terms of four years each.

Terms of membership on the Ltoard of directcrs
which are tc expire in 1971 are herety extended to 1972.
Mesbers elected tc the board in 1972 shall serve
four-year terms; Frovided, that if four pmemkters of the

toard are to te elected in 1972, the candidate who
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receives the fourth highest numker of votes shall serve a
term of two years. Terms cof memktership on the Yoard of
directcrs which are tc expire in 1973 are herekty extended
to 1974. At the election in 1974, two memkers <shall be
elected fcr terms cf four years. The successors of all
members of the roard of directors shall serve four-year
terms.

vemters of the tcard shall te elected from the
district at large at the time of the statewide primary
election. Their terms shall regin on the first Tuesday
in June fcllowing their election, and they shall serve
until their successcrs are duly elected and qualified.
All gualified electcrs of this state who shaiti--have
resided reside within the hospital district fer-—-forty

days-preceding-the-eiection on_or tefore_the_day__of _the

election shall te entitled to vcte in such hosgital

district electicn. Such election shall te conducted Ly
the appropriate county clerk or election commissioner in
accordance with the prcvisions of Chapter 32.

Any vacancy upon such toard, cccurring other than
ty the expiration of a term, shall tfe filled by
appointment Lty the reraining wmemkers of the tcard of
directors. Any person appointed to fill such vacancy
shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Sec. 6. That original sections 23-1%1, 23-204,
and 23-26Y, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nekraska, 1943,
and section 23-343.25, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1972,
are regpealed.
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